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Did Jesus Rise from the Dead? 


Men have been arguing 
about the resurrection of Jesus 
through the centuries. Did He, or 
did He not, come forth from the 
grave? For those who question 
the reality of His resurrection, 
there are a number of considera- 
tions to face, 

1. The empty tomb. Even the 
critics of Jesus took sy. 3 
the fact of the empty © 
tomb for granted * 
(Matthew 28:13-15; 
John 20:15). 

2. The disciples’ 
eyewitness experi- 
ences of the risen *& 
Christ. They were 
not expecting it 
though Jesus had ae 
spoken of His resur- | ‘|’ 
rection. When He 
did appear to them, they became 
reluctant believers. It was too 
good to be true, but they had 
seen Him... (1 Corinthians 
15:17-19). 

No time for legend to develop. 
And they did it in the very city 
where He had been crucified. 
Their testimony was that God 
had raised Him from the dead. 

4. The apostles were changed 
men. At the death of Jesus they 
had proven themselves craven 
cowards and had fled. Peter 
even denied that he knew the 
Lord. But these men were 








changed into courageous confes- 
sors and bold witnesses. They 
now believed that Jesus had been 
raised from the dead and were 
willing to die for their convic- 
tions. It’s not easy to explain 
away such a change. 
5. The resurrection of Christ 
became the heart and core of 
vie: their preaching. 
“They freely admit- 
; ted that if the resur- 
rection was not true 
then everything else 
me was worthless (1 
* Corinthians 15:17- 
19). 
6. The failure of 
the Sanhedrin to 
silence the apos- 
tles. The Jewish 
leaders could not 
disprove their message even 
though they had both the power 
and motivation to do so. 
7. The Lord’s Day. The church 
began to worship on Sunday 
even though the Sabbath 
(Saturday) had been kept for 
countless generations. 
8. Saul’s conversion. His min- 
istry to the Gentiles can scarcely 
be explained apart from the res- 
urrection of Jesus. 

Considerations such as these 
cause me to have great confi- 
dence in the historicity of Jesus’ 
resurrection. I believe. 





Dan Lightfoot 
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A WORD... 


“,.. CHRIST... LOVED THE 
CHURCH AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR 
IT, THAT HE MIGHT SANCTIFY AND 
CLEANSE IT...” (Ephesians 5:25). 


People minimize the impor- 
tance of the church, saying that our 
focal point should be Christ alone, 
and what He did. 

But in actuality, God’s focal 
point is the church! In the stream of 
history, His goal was not the death 
of Christ, but what that death 
accomplished — the restoration to 
Himself of the souls of men. This is 
the definition of the church: a body 
of humans restored to God! |n this 
sense, Christ Himself served the 
church, and His death was the 
means to the end God sought. 

No, we must not minimize the 
One who died to make life possible, 
but neither should we be guilty of 
minimizing the prize so precious to 
God that He made the supreme sac- 
rifice in order to obtain it for Himseff. 
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EDITORIAL 





WHY 
BLAME 
THE 
PREACHER? 


J.C. CHOATE 
EDITOR - IN ~- CHIEF 





The preacher’s God-given 
responsibility is to proclaim the 
Word (1 Timothy 2:7). In his cho- 
sen role he is called, sent, and com- 
manded to preach the gospel (Mark 
16:15). “Preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffer- 
ing and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). The message he proclaims does not orig- 
inate with himself but with God. If, therefore, the preacher declares the 
word of God, and you are not happy with what you hear, don’t blame the 
preacher, 

As a young man, before marriage and a family, I remember that when- 
ever I spoke on the subject of children, and on the duties of parents in rear- 
ing them, various ones in the congregation would remark, “Just wait until 
you have children of your own!” It was as though I would change my 
preaching at that point, because of discovering as a parent that I was unable 
to practice what I was telling others. Well, I have children, even grandchil- 
dren, but I still have not changed what I preach about rearing children. Even 
if I had, that would not have changed the truth. God’s Word remains the 
truth on that subject — or any other subject — whether J practice it or not. 

When the work of women is being taught in Bible classes, often there 
will be a discussion concerning whether or not Paul was “down on women.” 
Evidently even Christians don’t stop to think that Paul was being guided by 
the Holy Spirit in his writing. What he said was not his own opinion or idea, 
but the Word of the Lord. No, Paul was not “down on women.” Hearers 
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might not like what Paul said, but 
they shouldn’t blame Paul. He was 
only saying what the Lord told him 
to say. 

Today when a preacher speaks 
about baptism [. .. Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remis- 
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost; Acts 2:38; 
Romans 6:3,4], or about the one 
church [... upon this rock I will 
build my church and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it; 
Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 4:5}, or 
that the Christian must give as God 
has prospered him [Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no 
gatherings when I come; 1 Cor- 
inthians 16:2], there are those who 
will get angry at him. 

If he preaches that one should 
marry only a Christian [Be not 
unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers... and ... if her husband 
be dead, she is at liberty to be mar- 
ried to whom she will; only in the 
Lord 2 Corinthians 6:14; 1 
Corinthians 7:39], and that the 
Christian should dress modestly (1 
Timothy 3:15; 2:9), or that if one is 
unfaithful to his or her companion, 


he or she cannot marry again with- 
out committing adultery (Matthew 
19:9; Romans 7:3), then those guilty 
of such things generally blame the 
preacher and have bad things to say 
about him. They may even move to 
another congregation, looking for a 
preacher who is more sympathetic 
to their lifestyle. 

My question in all of this is, “Why 
blame the preacher?” If he is not 
teaching the truth, one should not 
pay any attention to him anyway. 
On the other hand, if he is preaching 
the Word, then that truth should be 
accepted as coming from God and 
not from man. So, don’t blame the 
preacher. If you’re going to blame 
anyone, blame God. In dealing 
with the truth — God’s will — you 
have a choice: you can either 
believe it and obey it, or you can 
reject it and refuse to comply with 
it. In this life you can make the 
choice and you can live with it. But 
remember, when you stand before 
the Lord at the judgment, you will 
not be answering to a preacher but 
to God. You will then be judged by 
what the Word says, not by what 
some man says or by what your per- 
sonal preference “re-wrote”’ it to say 
(John 12:48). ? 
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Because of the fact that the church 
is made up of human beings, the 
church has its imperfections. This 
does not mean at all that God intended 
for the church to be imperfect. If we 
succeeded in being exactly like God 
and Christ wants us to be, the church 
would not have any reakhesses: any imperfections. From almost the very 
birth of the church in the first century, of which we read in Acts chapter two, 
problems have arisen. The human element has always been very apparent. 
For example, in the church there has always been a problem of apathy, indif- 
ference, lethargy, laziness — but actually these terms do not designate the 
problem — they are the result of the problem. The real problem is a lack of 
understanding of what is involved in discipleship and the failure to be truly 
committed to that. 

The word “disciple” means literally “a learner.” It comes from another 
word meaning “to learn,” indicating the involvement of thought accompa- 
nied by endeavor. Thus, it denotes one who follows someone’s teachings. 
A disciple was not only a pupil, he was an adherent. Disciples are thus spo- 
ken of in the New Testament as imitators of their teacher. 

I like F. W. Farrar’s definition of a disciple. He described the disciple 
of Christ as “one who believes His doctrines, rests upon His sacrifice, 
imbibes His spirit, and imitates His example.” 

With this brief background regarding the word “disciple” before us, 
let’s now look at the terms of discipleship which were laid down by Jesus 
Himself. (1) In Matthew 16:24 Jesus said that it is necessary that His disci- 
ples deny themselves, take up their own crosses, and follow Him. Surely 
self-denial must be the most difficult aspect of being a disciple of Jesus. 
The follower of Jesus is also told that he/she must also be willing to follow 
the example of Jesus in bearing his/her own cross of burdens and trials. (2) 
In addition, in Luke 14:26ff Jesus states that one who would be His disciple 
must hate his own family. The Lord certainly did not intend for us to think 
4 





that we must hate in the way that the word is usually used. “Hate” here has 
reference to the relative preference for one thing over another. Our love for 
Him is to be so great that, by comparison, our love for our family is as if it 
were hatred. (3) Then in Luke 14:33 Jesus declares that the disciple must 
forsake or renounce all. Christ accepts only those who are willing to place 
serving Him above everything else in this life. These terms of discipleship 
are certainly demanding. Apparently discipleship is not something which is 
to be taken lightly. 

Becoming a disciple (or Christian) is one thing; being a disciple is 
another. In Luke 14:27 we learn that Jesus requires His disciples to follow 
Him. What is involved in following Jesus? 

A. Counting the cost (Luke 14:28-35; 2 Peter 2:20-22). 

B. Sacrifice. Jesus demands first place. In Luke 5:11 they left all. 
In Matthew 6:33 Jesus says to seek Him first. 

C. Continuing in Christ’s word. In John 8:31,32 Jesus said, “If 
you continue in My word, then you are My disciples indeed. And you shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” It should be obvious to 
all that in order to continue in Christ’s word we must first of all know His 
word. It should be no wonder then that the Holy Spirit led Paul to instruct 
Timothy and us, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 
Timothy 2:15). 

D. Following in Christ’s footsteps. Being a disciple of Jesus 
necessitates our following in His footsteps as they lead us to: 

1. The wilderness of temptation. 
. The house of worship. 
. Fields of service. 
. The mountain of prayer. 
. The garden of despair. 
. The cross of suffering. 
. The valley of death. 
. The throne of God. 

All who would be disciples of Jesus need to be assured that the steps of 
Jesus do not end in the dark valley of suffering and death, but rather they 
proceed into Heaven and to the very throne of God (Revelation 3:21). 

There are many different kinds of disciples in our world. Some are dis- 
ciples of Christ, but many are disciples of false gods and of mere men. It is 
hoped that each one who calls himself/herself a disciple of Jesus will take 
more care to follow in His footsteps. True discipleship will change the 
world. ? 
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Realizing that the responsi- 

bility given to the church by our 

| Lord was the evangelization of 

| the world, it seemed imperative 

| to us that there be a publication 

| for the church on a world-wide 

} scale. THE VOICE OF 

TRUTH INTERNATIONAL is 
our answer to that need. 

Our goal is to use this maga- 

! zine as no other has been used 
| in the history of the church. In 
| addition to the mailing of bundles 
| to more than 50 countries, indi- 
| vidual volumes have been print- 
| ed for free distribution in 10 
| nations outside the United 
|) States. 

We urge mission-minded 
churches to help us in our stand 
for the truth by supporting this 
work. Please call 601-283-1192. 
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Beroubd tHe MAN 


Ron Bryant 


Pilate is the man in charge, but 
he is on the spot. He has been 
pained and embarrassed by the Jews 
again and again, and now they 
demand that he release a known 
insurrectionist and murderer named 
Barabbas, and put to death one in 
whom he can find no crime. His 
dilemma? He is duty-bound to keep 


the peace, and he is charged with 
the dispensing of justice. Sending 
an innocent man to execution would 
make him a participant in a judicial 
murder, but he does not want to face 
the wrath of Rome if the peace is 
not kept. He realizes that the right 
political move to make is to find 
Jesus guilty, but the evidence forces 
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him to declare that he can find noth- 
ing in the man deserving of death. 
That should have settled the matter. 
Pilate said of Jesus, “He is not 
guilty.” Then he hesitates. 

Pilate cannot change the mind 
of those who cry out for the death of 
Jesus, and while not agreeing in 
sentiment with their demand, he 
moves to have Jesus scourged. The 
act of scourging was a brutal, life- 
threatening ordeal and was a major 
part of the pain to be brought upon a 
condemned man. Pilate gives the 
order and the soldiers carry out this 
judicial beating. They then proceed 
to plait a crown of thorns and place 
it upon Jesus’ head. Additionally, 
they put on Him a purple robe 
(verse 2). According to the record, 
this is the second beating at the 
hands of the soldiers — the first 
being at the behest of Herod. Pilate 
then set Jesus forth, doing so, 
according to the narrative, that the 
accusers of Jesus would know that 
Pilate could find no fault in him 
(verse 3). 

Then there is a statement from 
Pilate that is unusual and yet capa- 
ble of magnificent application. One 
can discern in this statement a num- 
ber of things. For instance, it evi- 
dences a pity for Jesus, whom Pilate 
regards to be innocent. In His char- 
acter He is innocent, but His posi- 
tion is one of tragedy and sadness. 
Yet, in his pity for Jesus there is 


also a contempt. For this man, who 
claims to be a king, who claims to 
bear witness to the truth, stands in 
chains, beaten — but unyielding. 
Jesus gave Pilate no way out. The 
Jews gave him no way out. And so, 
in addition to being frustrated by the 
answers of Jesus, in Pilate’s state- 
ment there is the suggestion of dis- 
gust for these accusers of this inno- 
cent man. Pilate could read their 
motives and he despised their hatred 
toward Jesus. He says “look at this 
man... look at him with some 
degree of humanity and sympathy.” 

But the accusers were 
untouched by the misery or anguish 
of Jesus. They felt no sympathy for 
this person, nor cared for His des- 
perate condition. They dismissed 
any thought of innocence, of nobili- 
ty of character, any dignity of per- 
son. They dismissed any thought of 
consequence for their actions of 
hatred and injustice. They had no 
kindness toward their despised vic- 
tim. 

This same Jesus who stood on 
exhibition before Pilate and before 
the people of Jerusalem almost 
2,000 years ago stands before all 
who hear the Gospel. The words of 
Pilate re-echo the powerful invita- 
tion to all to whom the Word is 
preached: “Behold the Man!” ¢ 
Ron Bryant preaches for the 


Camelback congregation in Phoenix, 
Arizona, U. S. A. 
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GOD HAS REVEALED 
HIMSELF TO MANKIND 


Don L. Norwood 


God has revealed Himself to 
mankind through the creation of the 
universe (Romans 1:20; Psalm 
19:1-4) and through the agency of 
heavenly angels as His messengers 
(Judges 13:2-4; Galatians 3:19), In 
this last dispensation He has 
revealed Himself through Jesus 
Christ. Christ became human flesh 
and lived among mankind for about 
thirty years. His teaching, miracles, 
and His death and resurrection 
proved Him to be the Son of God 
(Romans 1:4; Hebrews 2:1-4). The 
Scripture says of Him that He was 
the Word of God made flesh (John 
1:14). To see Christ is to see the 
Father (John 14:9). Christ has 
revealed the Father’s will to the 
whole world through the New 
Testament Scriptures (John 14:26; 
16:13; Hebrews 1:1,2; 2 Peter 1:3; 
2 Peter 1:20,21). Not only does the 
New Testament have within its 
pages all things that pertain to life 
and godliness (2 Peter 1:3), but 
these Scriptures reveal the character 
of God and His Holy Will for all 
mankind today (Colossians 1:15; 
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2 Corinthians 4:4; Hebrews 1:1-5; 
2 Corinthians 5:19). 

The Holy Spirit inspired the 
Psalmist to write about the Lord and 
His grace and watchcare over all 
human beings who will love Him 
and have faith in Him without doubt 
and wavering (Psalm 33:4-22; 
34:1-10). Christ promised mankind 
that He and the Father would spiri- 
tually dwell with the Christians if 
they would faithfully obey His 
teachings (John 14:21,23). Rem- 
ember, for a person to be righteous 
in God’s sight that person must 
obey the Gospel of Christ (2 Cor- 
inthians 5:19-21; Romans 1:16,17; 
Romans 8:1,14; Galatians 3:26,27). 
Then consider what the Psalmist 
said about a righteous person’s rela- 
tionship with God (Psalm 37:25). 

Remember, we humans must 
study the Scriptures to be approved 
of God (2 Timothy 2:15). Christ 
will save only those who obey Him 
(Hebrews 5:8,9), ? 


Don L. Norwood 


Ereseties the Gospel 
In Mason, Texas, U. S. A. 
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Resurrection 


John Dobbs 


To a weeping, heartbroken, grief-stricken friend, Jesus gave the most 
awesome message of the universe. Martha’s brother Lazarus was dead. Her 
only plea to the Lord was that if He had been there, her brother would not 
have had to die. Jesus assured her with the words, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha was a woman of great faith in God. “J know he will rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day.” Indeed he will, as will all of the 
dead. 

But into that moment of a bittersweet confession of faith in the God 
who can do anything came a flash of lightning from the lips of the Divine 
Son. “J am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
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Do you believe this?’ How could she believe? How can any of us compre- 
hend this magnificent proclamation of source? Jesus is the source of life, 
and as such, He is the Resurrection. He empowers, enables, and enforces 
resurrection. No life exists or is sustained without the intervention of His 
will. 

“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was 
to come into the world.” The following events took place as if in a whirl- 
wind. Mary arrived. Jesus wept. The Jews were amazed at His love. Jesus 
prayed. They moved the stone. 

And then a shout that stirred the celestial spheres, “Lazarus, come out!” 
The text reads with steady, yet intense certainty, “The dead man came out...” 

The ultimate question for us all is resurrection. Is there anything else 
after this life is over? If not, then life doesn’t matter very much. If there is 
no afterlife, no heaven, no resurrection, then there is no reason for existence, 
no reason for character, no reason for morality, and no reason for God. But 
Jesus proclaimed to be the resurrection. 


Three Dark Days 

For three dark days and with incomplete faith, the disciples of Jesus 
Christ rehearsed it all. They thought about the words spoken to them by the 
Master. Some certainly thought it was over. Some wondered about the 
coming third day. 

They all agonized over the brutal and violent death of their friend. The 
echoes of hammers striking the nails which pierced the Savior rang in their 
ears. The helplessness. The fear. The tears. The crown. The shame. The 
darkness. The blood. And yet, like a small beam of sunlight high above 
them in the cavern of their sorrows, there was a ray of hope. 


The Stone Was Rolled Away 

Then it happened. John records that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 
and found the stone rolled away. She ran to Peter and John, her facts right, 
but her conclusion wrong. “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we don’t know where they have put him!” The race was on. They all ran 
toward the tomb, saw the burial clothes, and John went inside. 

They went home to discuss these events, but not Mary. She wept by the 
tomb, telling a stranger, “They have taken my Lord away, and I don’t know 
where they have put him...” The stranger spoke, and how I would love to 
have heard the way he spoke. “Mary.” She then knew that he was no 
stranger, no gardener, no tender of the earth. In a rush of dynamic reality, 
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she knew she was speak- 
ing to the Resurrection. 
This woman of faith went 
to the disciples with the 
gripping message, an 
intriguing testimony, a 
dawning utterance of the 
Gospel, “I have seen the 
Lord!” 


Jesus Is The 
Resurrection 

On the glorious morn- 
ing that Jesus conquered 
death, sin, and Satan by 
rising up from the grave, 
He proved for all time that 
He is the Resurrection. 
The awesome power of 
this should never become 
commonplace in our 
hearts. It is the ultimate evidence of 
His divinity. It is the empowering 
motivation of Christian hope. It is 
the triumphant display of the 
redeeming force which He possess- 
es. It is the fulfillment of messianic 
prophecy. It is the significance of 
the cross. It is so important that the 
very decision to become a follower 
of Christ is a living re-enactment of 
the event. The death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ is eloquently 
pictured in our death to sin, burial in 
water, and arising to live a new life 
as a new creature. Though some 
would place faith in their verbal 
confession as sufficient to save, the 
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Bible makes the resurrection a visi- 
ble part of our true conversion to 
Christ, without which we are not 
promised forgiveness. 

The proclamation by Jesus that 
He is the Resurrection is the essence 
of redemption. We will all rise to 
meet the Lord. Everyone who has 
ever died in body will be raised in 
spirit. This is our hope. On this 
hope we stand, live, and proclaim. 
He is risen. He is coming. We shall 
rise. Hallelujah, Maranatha, and 


Amen. ? 
John Dobbs works with the Central 


church in Pascagoula, Mississippi, 
U.S.A. 
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The Prince Of Life 


Don W. Walker 


In Acts 3 a man who has been lame from his mother’s womb asks alms 
of Peter and John. “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” the man was 
healed. “And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into 
the temple, walking, and leaping and praising God” (Acts 3:8). The wonder 
and amazement caused the people to run to Peter and John. Peter then takes 
this opportunity to preach Jesus. 

In his teaching Peter makes a very interesting statement. In Acts 3:15 
he says, you “killed the Prince of Life, whom God hath raised from the dead, 
whereof we are witnesses.” Note the interesting contradiction in Peter’s 
statement: “You have put to death the Prince of Life.” 

In Matthew 18:18 Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell (the bars of death) shall not prevail against it.” Jesus 
says death will have no effect on His church. Jesus’ power over death is 
seen in His statement to Martha. “I am the resurrection, and the life: He 
that believeth in me though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever, 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die” (John 11:24-26). In John 10:10 
Jesus said, “J am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.” The very words Jesus spoke “are spirit, and they are 
life” (John 6:63). 

In Genesis 3:15 we read, “And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.” Here we see the victory over death prophesied. 
In Romans 1:4 we first learn Christ was “declared to be the Son of God with 
power... by the resurrection from the dead.” No wonder Jesus would say, 
“I am He that liveth and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Revelation 1:18). What a 
contradiction — putting to death the Prince of Life. 

The victory can be ours, also. Paul would proclaim boldly, “O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? ... Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” May we strive 
for the life that Christ provides, as we die to ourselves in becoming a living 
sacrifice to Him (Romans 6:6; 12:1,2). 


Don W. Walker preaches the Gospel in Stephenville, Texas, U. S. A. 
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It was a sunny Tuesday morn- 
ing, the day after a holiday. I was 
busily catching up on chores from 
the day before plus regular activities 
when I realized I needed something 


from the store. My thoughts 
roamed as I drove the six miles into 
town, Having made that trip two to 
five times daily for over twenty 
years, there was no need to think 
about it. 

As I stepped out of the car, it 
seemed the sunshine had a strange 
glow. Glancing skyward, I saw no 
clouds in sight, but I thought little 
of it. Probably my sun glasses were 
smeared or dusty. 

Inside the store I overheard 
people talking. “It’s just beginning; 
you ought to come look,” and 
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Where 
lis The 


Light? 


Frances Parr 


“Remember, don’t look right at it.” 

Suddenly I remembered. It was 
May 10, 1994, and there was an 
eclipse, visible in the central part of 
the U.S.A. At that moment the 
moon was passing in front of the 
sun! 

I hurried home, grabbed two 
sheets of white paper, and poked a 
pin through the center of one. I 
took my scientific experiment out- 
side, where the sunlight beaming 
through the pin hole showed a per- 
fect shadow image of the phenome- 
non. I watched, fascinated, as the 
moon passed across the face of the 
sun and continued on its westward 
trek. Then the sun was brightly 
shining again. 

The sun’s brilliance cannot be 
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endured by the naked eyes of man. 
From a distance of 93,000,000 miles 
its heat can blister human skin in a 
very few hours. This magnificent 
fireball was easily created by a mere 
thought of God and contains only a 
fraction of His great power. In 
itself, the sun is a small part of a 
vast solar complex, perhaps one of 
many such systems. 

During the eclipse I thought 
about the sun’s light and how it 
changed as the moon blocked off a 
portion of its brilliance. Would my 
life be changed if God blocked off 
even a small part of His power? 

As I go about my daily life, I 
give little or no thought to my lungs 
breathing, my heart beating, or the 
perfect, intricate workings of the 
different parts of my body. Unless 
something goes wrong, I usually 
don’t think about it at all. 

While I frequently thank God 
for the beauty of the earth around 
me and for His care of me, I gener- 
ally take for granted the air I 
breathe, the coming of day and 
night, and the seasons in their turn. 

If He suddenly withdrew all 
things which He has created and 
given to mankind, how would I be 
affected? The earth would be in 
total darkness, perhaps careening 
uncontrolled through space. Would 
my lungs explode from lack of air? 
Would my brain forget to tell my 
heart to beat? Without God’s con- 


stant care, my life would end 
instantly. 

It was not difficult at all for 
God to bring about such fantastic 
things as the sun, stars and planets, 
and the earth with its surging 
oceans, tall mountains, and deep 
valleys. This same power is avail- 
able to you and me in our daily 
lives. No matter what the circum- 
stances, God can handle it. All we 
have to do is to let Him! T 


Frances Parr is a Christian writer liv- 
ing in Eldon, Missouri, U.S. A. 


“For Thou didst form my 
inward parts; Thou didst 
weave me in my mother’s 
womb. | will give thanks to 
Thee, for | am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; Wonderful 
are Thy works, And my soul 
knows it very well. My frame 
was not hidden from Thee, 
When | was made in Secret, 
And skillfully wrought in the 
depths of the earth. Thine 
eyes have seen my un- 
formed substance; And in 
Thy book they were all writ- 
ten, The days that were 
ordained for me, When as 
yet there was not one of 
them” (Psalm 139:13-16). 
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How Much vidence 
Do We Need? 


Ancil Jenkins 


The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows 
His handiwork (Psalm 19:1). For since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities — his eternal power and divine nature — 
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 
that men are without excuse (Romans 1:20). If anyone chooses to do 
God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or 
whether I speak on my own (John 7:17). 
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EVIDENCES 


Someone once asked Bertrand Russell, a noted atheist, “Suppose you 
are wrong and God exists. What are you going to say to Him at the 
Judgment?” He replied, “Not enough evidence, God! Not enough evi- 
dence.” 

In reality, “not enough evidence” is the cry of the agnostic, not of the 
atheist. The agnostic is one who does not believe there is an adequate rea- 
son to believe in God. In many ways, he has less moral courage than an 
atheist. If there is not enough evidence to believe in God, it is because God 
is either unwilling or unable to provide it. If either case were true, such a 
God would be unworthy of belief. The atheist is at least willing to make a 
decision and take a public stand. The agnostic is not. 

Is there enough evidence? To some it may seem like circular reasoning 
to quote God’s book to show the existence of God. Yet, this timeless book 
claims nature makes the first and most evident argument for His existence. 
Nature’s claim is powerful. Isn’t there a lesson in the fact that science, even 
from its beginning, has made no discovery that disproves God’s existence? 
On the contrary, time after time it has given credibility to man’s belief in 
Him. 

The question of the origin of the earth has puzzled man for centuries. 
Only when men denied the truth of God’s creation did man become frustrat- 
ed. Discoveries have repeatedly refuted man’s false claims. Although the 
“Big Bang” theory of the earth’s origin does not completely harmonize with 
the Genesis account, it is a discovery that admits that the earth had a begin- 
ning. This Beginning powerfully indicates that a Force caused it. 

The problem with belief is the heart of man. If a person is willing to 
believe in a Creator, there is a great weight of credible evidence. Jesus said 
that the one willing to believe will find evidence for this belief John 7:17). 
The world’s materialistic approach to our creation and existence has no 
place for the spiritual. It, on the other hand, has not proven that the spiritual 
has not or cannot exist. 

The problem is that when one comes to accepting the evidence of God’s 
existence, man must repent and commit himself. Belief in God requires 
humility. Man must acknowledge there is Something greater than himself. 
Man must admit his inability to understand or control his life. The lack of 
evidence is not the problem. Man’s unwillingness to submit to God may be 
the greatest barrier to belief. T 


Ancil Jenkins Is a writer and preacher in Miaml, Florida, U.S. A. 
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Myths 
Of Evolution 


Bobby Dockery 


Many scientists like to describe 
the Biblical account of Creation as a 
“myth.” Webster’s New Collegiate 
Dictionary defines the word “myth” 
as: “an ill-founded belief held 
uncritically, especially by an inter- 
ested group.” In other words, a 
myth is something which is not true, 
but is accepted as truth without 
question. 

It may come as a surprise to 
many, but modern science often 
believes in myths. Scientists, espe- 
cially when explaining the origin of 
life on Earth, hold ill-founded 
beliefs which they do not question. 
Consider some common myths of 
evolution. 

MYTH #1 — The Assump- 
tion that evolution is Science. 
Though evolutionists frequently 
claim otherwise, both evolution and 
Creation are faith systems. Each is 
a matter of belief. Paul Erlich and 
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L. C. Birch wrote in Nature, April 
22, 1967: “Our theory of evolution 
...is thus ‘outside of empirical sci- 
ence’ ,.. No one can think of ways 
in which to test it... [evolutionary 
ideas] have become part of an evo- 
lutionary dogma accepted by most 
of us as part of our training.” In 
1971, Dr. L. H. Matthews wrote in 
an “Introduction” to a new edition 
of Darwin’s Origin of Species, pub- 
lished in London: “Belief in the the- 
ory of evolution is thus exactly par- 
allel to belief in special creation — 
both are concepts which believers 
know to be true, but neither, up to 
the present, has been capable of 
proof.” Evolution is clearly a mat- 
ter outside the realm of science. 
Those who choose to accept evolu- 
tion do so as a matter of faith, not 
because evolution has been demon- 
strated to be fact. 

MYTH #2 — The Assump- 
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tion that evolution is the Result of 
Beneficial Mutations. For evolu- 
tion to be plausible, it must have a 
mechanism by which it operates. 
Many scientists argue that it is 
through mutations that one organ- 
ism changes itself into another. But 
it is inconceivable that mutations 
can be responsible for all of the 1.7 
million forms of life on our earth. 
Mutations are very rare. Most are 
produced by abnormal conditions 
such as exposure to atomic radiation 
or drugs. It is estimated that a 
mutation will occur once in every 
100,000 to 1-million instances. Dr. 
H. Douglas Dean, Chairman of the 
Biology Department at Pepperdine 
University, points out that it would 
take 100,000 favorable mutations 
for the tiny ancestral horse, 
Eohippus, to evolve into a modern 
horse! In light of the relative infre- 
quency of mutations and the negli- 
gible percentage of them which are 
helpful, evolution is clearly impos- 
sible! Even Julian Huxley, the 
noted defender of evolution, admits 
that the odds of evolution having 
occurred through beneficial muta- 
tions are 1 in 1000° ~ — 1 fol- 
lowed by 3 million zeroes (it would 
take 3 large 500-page books just to 
print this number!). No mutation 
has ever been shown to have pro- 
duced a new species, or even a new 
organ in a species! Only minor 
changes have occurred, such as 
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wing-shape or color. Mutations do 
not result in adding a wing to a cow 
or a backbone to a worm! 

MYTH #3 — The Belief in 
Spontaneous Generation. Life 
comes only from life. Yet evolution 
teaches that at some time in the dis- 
tant past, non-living matter sudden- 
ly came to life. Drs. Fuller and 
Tippo, both evolutionists, in their 
text on College Botany admit: “. . . 
if one subscribes to this theory, he 
admits that the first protoplasm to 
appear on earth was a product of 
spontaneous generation . . . In other 
words . . . spontaneous generation 
worked when the first living sub- 
stance was formed, but probably 
hasn’t worked since.” Question: Is 
it conceivable that blind chance 
accidentally did in the “primeval 
soup” what the best scientific minds 
of the 20th Century have been 
unable to duplicate in the laboratory 
— create life from non-life? 

Which is harder to believe: the 
Biblical account of an all-wise, 
all-powerful Creator, or evolution’s 
faith in blind, blundering chance? 
Is the evidence for evolution credi- 
ble ... reliable . . . believable? Or, 
is it merely evidence that men have 
exchanged the truths of God for a 
lie, and that professing to be wise 
they became fools (Romans 
1:22)? T 


Bobby Dockery is a writer and preach- 
er living in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 


It Helps to Enrich Your 
BLBLE WORD POWER 


By Fenter NorTHERN 


xX you sure you are understanding the 
richest meaning of the Bible? Test your 
comprehension of the following words used in 
the context of Romans 5:1-4. After 

making your choices, turn the page for the 
correct answers. 


1. justified v.—A: empowered. B: pronounced such as one ought to be. C: freed. 
D; excised. 
2. faith n.—A: assurance of relationship with God. B: acceptance of a divine 
being. C: believe that Jesus lived. D: handle poisonous snakes. 
. peace n.—A: a part of anything. B: cease hostilities. C: sign a treaty. D: a state 
of harmonious relationship. 
. access n.—A: an open door. B: a thoroughfare. C: the night of approach with 
favorable disposition. D: a key to a locked door. 
. grace n.—A: salvation without any individual response. B: unmerited favor. 
C: divine blessings. D: a prayer before meals. 
. Stand v.—A: rise from a seated position. B: to be established. C: to advocate a 
position. D: stop walking. 
. hope n.—A: joyful, confident expectation. B: desire to have. C: to make a wish. 
D: to place a bet. 
. glory n.—A: exaltation. B: a by-word of praise. C: magnification. D: a shining 
light. 
. tribulation #.—A: affliction, persecution, B: judgment coming with the rapture. 
C: money paid in taxes. D: worry 
10. patience n.—A: fortitude. B: stamina. C. enduring steadfast while suffering. 
D: never break into a line. 
11. experience #.—A: employment history. B: a past event in one's life. C: to 
receive the Holy Ghost. D: character proved by trial. 
12. ashamed v.—A: dishonor, disgrace, B: have bad feeling about something. 
C: to be arrested. D: to cower or lower one's head. 
13. love n.—A: to embrace. B: to have an appetite for. C: to manifest good will or 
show benevolence for. D: a strong desire of affection. 
14. righteous adj.—A: viewed as innocent by faith. B: a tenet or doctrine. C: do 
good deeds. D: have a good reputation 
15, wrath n—A: hatefulness. B: despite. C: anger exhibited in punishment. 
D: displeasure. 
16. reconciled v.—A: returned to favor with. B: remarry. C: end a strike. 
1): adjust a checkbook to a bank statement. 
17. atonement 7.—A: to be made free. B: exchange of values. C: to offer a 
sacrifice. D: to repent and make restitution for wrongs. 














|. justified (Gk. dikaioo) B: pronounced 
such as one ought to be, i.e. without sin. 
Think of it this way: just as if I'd never 
sinned. 

2. faith.—(Gk. pistis) A: assurance of a 
relationship with God. See also He- 
brews 11:1-2. 

3. peace—(Gk. eirene) D: a state of 
harmonious relationship, in this con- 
text, with God. 

4. access—(Gk. prosagoge) C: the right 
of approach with favorable disposition. 
Through Christ one can draw nigh, and 
not stand afar off as they in the Old 
Testament. See also Hebrews 12:18-24. 
5. grace—(Gk. charis) B: unmerited fa- 
vor. One does not approach God on his 
own righteousness, but because of Jesus 
righteousness that was offered for all the 
faith people. 

6.stand v.—(Gk. histemi) B: to be estab- 
lished, i.e., in the faith of Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God and not be tossed about 
by false doctrines. See also Eph. 4:14 
and 6:11) 

7. hope n.—(Gk. elpis) A: joyful, confi- 
dent expectation; to both desire and 
expect the Lord to return with his per- 
sonal blessings for the soul whose heart 
is longing for his return. 

8. glory n.—(Gk. doxa) C: magnifica- 
tion; enhancing by praise and righteous 
living the deity of God. 

9. tribulation n.—(Gk. thlipsis) A: af- 
fliction, persecution; to endure physical 
or mental pain, or both, for one's faith 
and practice in the Christian religion. 
10. patience n.—(Gk. hupomone) C: 
enduring steadfast while suffering. Pa- 
tience was considered one of the great- 
est virtues when early Christian's were 
tested by horrifying tortures in the last 
part of the first century. 


Answers to 
"Lt helps to Enrich Your Bible Word Power" 


1l. experience 2 —(Gk. dokime) D: 
character proved by trial. In this 
context patience has worked ex- 
patience, i.e. one faithfully en- 
during trials has proved his right- 
eous character. 

12. ashamed v.—(Gk. kataischuno) A: 
dishonor, disgrace. In this context 
one's abiding faithful under duress 
will not be dishonored or disgraced 
in the judgment. 

13. love n.—(Gk agape) C: to manifest 
goodwill or show benevolence for. 
Love can be shown as a friend, but 
that is from a different Greek word. 
Agape is a demonstrated benevo- 
lent action of good, even to those 
who would harm the faithful. 

14. righteous adj.—(Gk. dikaios) A: 
viewed as innocent by faith. See 
also Genesis 15:4 where Abraham 
believed God and it was accounted 
to him as righteousness. 

15. wrath n.—(Gk. orge) C: anger ex- 
hibited in punishment. Paul de- 
clared in this context that a faith 
person need never fear the wrath- 
ful judgment of God. 

16. reconciled v.—(Gk. katallasso) A: 
return to favor with. A believer 
through the redeeming death of 
Jesus is reconciled to God. 

17. atonement n.— (Gk katallage) B: 
exchange of values. The Lord ex 
changed his righteousness for our 
unrighteousness when he died as a 
felon on the cross. 





Vocabulary Scale 
T—10 Correct... cece ceeeees good 
11-13 correct... Bible Student 
14-15 correct... Bible Scholar 
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Perspectives 
From Psalms 


Tom Holland 


The ancient inspired Psalms, 
often quoted in New Testament 
Scripture, are relevant. Anyone 
who doubts this observation should 
read the Psalms. 

People were experiencing a lot 
of pain when the Psalms were writ- 
ten. The Holy Spirit used a suffer- 
ing person, through whom He 
revealed some great lessons of life. 
The technological advances and the 
communications revolution of the 
20th century have not changed the 
fact that people are hurting physi- 
cally, emotionally, and spiritually. 
Perhaps there are times when you, 
too, feel as if “many bulls have sur- 
rounded me; Strong bulls of Bashan 
have encircled me. They gape at me 
with their mouths, like a raging and 
roaring lion” (Psalm 22:12,13). 

The persistent, perplexing prob- 
lem of evil people prospering and 
good people suffering is as current 
as it was when David nearly lost his 
faith when he considered how unfair 
life was (Psalm 73). This vexing 
problem of suffering seems to be 
one of the strong arguments of those 
who deny God’s very existence. 

Like David, we must tackle the 
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problem of life being unfair from 
the perspective of eternity (Psalm 
73:17). Life on earth for the wicked 
is both brief and uncertain. 
“Certainly every man at his best 
State is but a vapor” (Psalm 
39:5,11). God’s people must learn 
to “wait on the Lord, and keep His 
way, and He shall exalt you to 
inherit the land” (Psalm 37:34). 

The loving care and providence 
of God catch the attention, chal- 
lenge the mind, and comfort the 
heart of the careful reader of the 
Psalms. The enduring mercy of 
God flows from Psalms to God’s 
people (Psalm 136). Indeed God 
“heals the brokenhearted and binds 
up their wounds” (Psalm 146:3). 

God’s goodness, His majesty, 
His power, His glory, His involve- 
ment with people, call for man’s 
recognition and respect which 
breaks forth in sincere praise to 
God. These 150 inspired poems end 
with, “Let everything that has 
breath praise the Lord. Praise the 
Lord!” (Psalm 150:6). ? 


Tom Holland is a preacher of the 
Gospel In Nashville, Tennessee. 
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Dalton Key 


The Bible is by far the best 
book in the world. It merits our rev- 
erence, our respect, our love, our 
belief, our trust, our subjection, and 
our complete obedience. Without 
the Bible we would be as helpless, 
hopeless nomads traveling the road 
to eternity with no purpose, no map, 
and no guide. If it were not for 
God’s book, the Bible, we would 
know nothing of God’s law, will, 
love, and eternal purpose; we would 
be ignorant of Christ’s sacrifice, 
blood, intercession, and advocacy; 
we would be without knowledge of 
our sin, our need for salvation, and 
our eternal nature and destiny. 
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The word “Bible” is not found 
within the pages of God’s eternal 
revelation to mankind. God’s book 
refers to itself as the law (Psalm 
119:97; James 1:25), the word 
(Psalm 119:11), the word of truth 
(2 Timothy 2:15), the oracles of 
God (1 Peter 4:11), scripture 
(2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 3:16; Acts 
17:11), doctrine (2 John 9; 
2 Timothy 4:2,3), and truth (John 
8:32; 17:17). It describes itself as a 
sword (Ephesians 6:17), a fire 
(Jeremiah 23:29), a hammer 
(Jeremiah 23:29), a seed (Luke 
8:11), a lamp (Psalm 119:105), and 
a light (Psalm 119:105). 
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The Bible is not a “dead letter.” meditation (Jeremiah 36:23; Psalm 
According to the Hebrews’ writer, 119:97). What is your attitude 
God’s Word is both quick and pow- _ toward the Bible? v 
erful (Hebrews 4:12). It was by the 
word of God that the worlds were Dalton Key Is the editor of Old Paths 
framed and: the heavenswere:made and preaches in Amarillo, Texas. 
(Hebrews 11:3, Psalm 33:6). The 
Bible quickens (Psalm 119:50), : 
begets (James 1:18), cleanses (John 10 Ways To Find Time To 
15:3), purifies (1 Peter 1:22), con- Read Your Bible 
verts (Psalm 19:7), saves (Acts : 

11:14; James 1:21), pricks (Acts pa ican by aay carly 
2:36-38), cuts (Hebrews 4:12), and "8 - 
oe ; 2. Put a Bible portion under 
will judge us in the day of Judgment “ft peer 
(John 12:48) your pillow to read each night 
nae before sleep. 


The Bible is unlike any : 
: ae: 3. Talk less and you will have a 
man-made book or creed in that it is ; 
few more minutes to read. 


perfect (Psalm 19:7), verbally 

inspired of God (2 Timothy 3:16, Ga ae 4 

17; 1 Corinthians 2:10-13), and aie m 

eternal in nature (Matthew 24:35; 1 5 Ca F the Bible i 

Peter 1:24,25). While the books of ie ee ao 

men rise and fall in terms of public _ ne aes arn e se 

acceptance and popularity, the Bible snchial "5 ieela , 

has throughout the years sustained a ; ee ‘ tri eit 

“best seller” status. Other volumes a ih P 

are constantly undergoing revision, - K : in th 

yet the Bible is every bit as relevant ; an ? ree ae Seve 

—- up-to-date — today as it was in raps ie x iar 

the ancient days of its inspiration. ihn d oe rth es a ioe 
There are various attitudes in 9. Turn the TV off and read i 

regard to the Bible. Some reject it, s shins 

some wage war against it, some are x ; 

apathetic toward it, and some love, a ae Cte ye at 

cherish, and respect it. Many, like meal lines wher athe: tamiby is 

Jehoiakim, would like to burn it, |p ‘8e%er 

while others, like David, love it to 

the point of making it their constant 


— Anonymous 
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God is Jehovah, the eternal, 
personal, living God who has 
always existed, and He lives today 
to guide and influence nations, fam- 
ilies, and individuals. God is not 
dead, but He is alive evermore. 

God has made Himself known 
through two “books” — The Book 
of Nature, and the Book of Books, 
the Bible. By observing nature and 
our universe, we are forced by rea- 
son and Scripture to conclude that 
what we see came by a Creator. 
They are the handiwork of a mighty 
God. Jesus, the Son of God, was 
the agent of creation, “All things 
were made by Him” (John 1:3). The 
apostle Paul attributed creation to 
Jesus when he wrote, “For by him 
were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visi- 
ble and invisible, whether they be 
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thrones, or dominions, or principal- 
ities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him” 
(Colossians 1:16). 

Nature does not reveal a com- 
plete picture of God; therefore, His 
characteristics and goals for 
mankind are unfolded in the Bible. 
Both in the Old and New 
Testaments God is revealed as 
good, kind, and longsuffering, but 
He also holds us accountable and 
requires us to be obedient. God 
reveals Himself in many places in 
the Bible, and one of these is 
through Nahum of the Old 
Testament. “The Lord is slow to 
anger, and great in power, and will 
not at all acquit the wicked... The 
Lord is good, a stronghold in the 
day of trouble; and he knoweth 
them that trust in him... . God is 
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jealous, and the Lord revengeth.. .” 
(Nahum 1:3,7,2). 

Now that one has concluded 
that God is as He is described in the 
Bible, then one is able to accept the 
truth that God has revealed His will 
to us through the written Word. If 
one believes in an everlasting God 
who is all-wise, then one can 
believe that He can and did give a 
divine revelation. It not only 
instructs mankind in right living, 
but instructs him in how to be deliv- 
ered from sins, and how to worship 
One greater than we. Indeed God 
has “spoken unto us by his Son” 
(Hebrews 1:1,2). Jesus spoke 
through the apostles and evange- 
lists. They were endowed by the 
Holy Spirit to reveal His message of 
truth concerning His divinity, the 
church, the Gospel plan of salva- 
tion, grace expressed by the cross, 
and eternity. While on earth and 
shortly before His return to heaven, 
Jesus promised that the Comforter, 
the Holy Spirit, would come to His 
followers, who would “teach you all 
things and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I said 
unto you” (John 14:26). Further- 
more, He promised that the Holy 
Spirit, called “the Spirit of truth,” 
will “guide you into all truth” (John 
16:26). The Bible writers did not 
write as human beings write, but 
rather it was by the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. They wrote by “inspi- 


ration” (God-breathed message), 
which was supernatural, rather than 
by their native talent only. The 
apostle Paul claimed divine guid- 
ance when he stated, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness: That the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works” (2 
Timothy 3:16,17). 

Since the Holy Spirit directed 
the Bible messages, they are divine 
and without error. The Bible is 
accurate in all of its doctrine and in 
the facts related to history, geogra- 
phy and science (see 2 Peter 1:21; 1 
Peter 4:11). 

Many proofs establish the 
divine nature of the Bible. One 
major way is through prophecy and 
many years later, the fulfillment. 
One example will suffice. Isaiah 
recorded that a virgin would give 
birth to a son, who would be called 
Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14). About 700 
years later Jesus of Nazareth ful- 
filled this prophecy (see Matthew 
1:21-23). Numerous instances of 
prophecy and fulfillment are found 
to show that the Bible is a special 
and divine book from God. 

Other books accepted by 
devout people cannot measure up to 
the divine standard of the Bible. 
Bible believers are happy to com- 
pare it with the Koran, Book of 
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Mormon, Veda, Westminster 
Confession of Faith, or any other 
“holy book.” The Bible is open to 
thorough investigation. 

Since the Bible claims divine 
inspiration and that it is without 
error, it follows that it must be the 
authority in all of our doctrine, 
practice, and manner of living. 
Hence, we accept it as the Word of 
God, which is the final authority in 
answering all questions pertaining 
to our life here and in the next life. 
When we decide to go by the Word 
of God only, we reject as authority 
the long-held traditions of man; cul- 
tural religious teaching of our 
ancestors; the hierarchy of popes, 
bishops, and priests; synods and 
creed books; and claiming that mys- 
terious feelings are Spirit-directed, 
separate from the Bible. Jesus, who 
has spoken to us through His Word, 
claims to have all authority both “in 
heaven and in earth” (Matthew 
28:18). When we accept the Bible 
as our sole authority, we also accept 
the authority of Jesus as Lord (see 
Acts 2:36), 

By the authority of Jesus one 
may obey Him and the Gospel and 
be delivered from all sins of the 
past. “He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned” 
(Mark 16:16). ? 


E. Claude Gardner is president-emeri- 
tus of Freed-Hardeman University in 
Henderson, Tennessee, U. S. A. 


‘An Ondinary 
Member” 


“Just an member 

Of the church,” I heard him say; 

But youd always find him 
present, 

Even on a rainy day. 

He had a hearty handclasp 

And a priend whe was in trouble 


He told the tpeaher 40. 
Aud when he needed. comfort, 


He let the preacher know. 
Healeay: pie a fialy 
Aud tried to do his share 
In dll the ordinary tasks 
For which tome have no care. 


His talents were not many 
Bat pag fn me cd go, 
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It is abundantly clear that Paul’s 
purpose in preaching centered in 
and derived itself from the message 
itself. It was Paul’s purpose to con- 
vey Christ and His cross. Since it is 
the “word of the cross” that saves (1 
Corinthians 1:18), Paul sees himself 
sent “... to preach the gospel: not 
in wisdom of words, lest the cross of 
Christ shouid be made void” (1 
Corinthians 1:17). Christ’s cross is 
the “preaching” — the message that 
saves (1 Corinthians 1:18-25). 
Paul’s purpose was not simply 
to get folks to feel good about them- 
selves and to get on with fulfilling 
their human potential. Only the 
Gospel can really resolve the 
fundamental problem of human 
guilt (1 Corinthians 15:3ff; Romans 
4:18,25; 5:9ff) and it can greatly 


he Preaching 
Of The 


Cross 


Avon Malone 


affect the way one feels about him- 
self. However, Paul’s message con- 
cemed itself with the great spiritual 
realities. 

Paul’s purpose in preaching 
was to save sinful men (Romans 
1:15; 2 Thessalonians 1:8,9; 1 
Corinthians 9:16,22). He was con- 
sumed with the cross. To him, 
preaching was not a method; it was 
a message! It was “Christ and Him 
crucified.” That great act of faith, 
Bible baptism, is crucial because it 
is “unto His death” (Romans 6:3; 
Acts 2:38; 22:16). Whether preach- 
ing to sinners or teaching saints, 
Paul’s message always centered in 
the cross. v 
Avon Malone teaches Bible at 


Oklahoma Christian University in 
Edmond, Oklahoma, U. S. A. 
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The Book of Romans for Adults 


Romans 8:38-39 lists ten things that are unable to separate us 
from God’s love. Write them on the lines below. 
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Does It Matter 
What You Believe? 


Bill Dillon 





A Strange statement often overheard is, “Well, it doesn’t make any dif- 
ference what you believe...” Is this statement an accurate reflection of the 
will of God, or is it man’s wishful thinking? Is the statement designed to 
please men, or please God? The Bible, God’s will for man in this age, 
teaches that what you believe does make a difference: 

1. It matters if we believe in God. Hebrews 11:6, “He that cometh to 
God must believe that he is...” 

2. It matters if we believe in Christ. Jesus said in John 8:24, “Except 
ye believe I am He, ye shall die in your sins.” 

3. It matters if we believe false prophets and teachers. John, the apos- 
tle of love, said, “believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God” (John 4:1). Peter wrote, “There shall be false teachers among you, 
who privily shall bring in damnable heresies” (2 Peter 2:1). 

4. It matters if we believe the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2:12 says, “That 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth ....” The truth is 
God’s Word (John 17:17). 

The negative attitude which says, “What we believe doesn’t matter,” 
discourages research, stifles investigation, and puts a premium on ignorance. 
Unless error is the same as truth, up the same as down, and yes the same as 
no, then it does matter what we believe. The Bible says Jesus has all author- 
ity in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). The Lord commands His 
Gospel to be preached to every creature under heaven, and “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned” (Mark 16:15,16). Reader, think carefully, if it doesn’t matter what 
you believe — then it doesn’t matter if you believe! t 


Bill Dillon preaches the Gospel in Mountain Home, Arkansas, U. S. A. 
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Grace Only? 


Jimmy Jividen 


Man needs grace. He finds that 
he is a sinner — one who has 
rebelled against God’s will. He is 
guilty and lost and can do nothing to 
save himself. His judgment is 
damnation without hope. 

Grace is the unmerited favor of 
God. It cannot be earned by good 
works or bought with money. God 
unconditionally gave it to man with- 
out cost. That is what makes it 
grace. Paul described it thus: 

“For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God” 
(Ephesians 2:8). 

Grace is free to man, but it cost 
God His Son. God loved man even 
though he was unworthy and sinful. 
To show that love, He graciously 
sent Jesus into the world to live as 
man and die for man. Grace cost 
Jesus His life. He graciously died 
on the cross to save man from the 
punishment that his sins deserved. 
So, although grace is free, it was 
very expensive for God. 

God’s grace has been extended 
to all men. Does this mean that all 
men will be saved? Not at all. 
God's grace is sufficient for all men 
everywhere — but not all men will 
receive His grace. A gift of water to 
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a man dying of thirst will not be of 
any benefit unless he drinks it. 
Even so, the gift of God’s grace will 
not benefit man unless he receives 
it. Man is not saved by grace alone, 
because God does not force His 
grace upon anyone. 

A man can respond to God’s 
grace in two ways. He can receive 
it in faith and submission, or he can 
reject it by rebellion and neglect. 
Grace can be offered to a person, 
but without benefit because it was 
received “in vain” (2 Corinthians 
6:1). 

Why would anyone refuse to 
receive the grace of God? It is free 
to all who receive it. However, it 
must never be used as an excuse to 


continue in sin (Romans 6:1,2). ? 


Jimmy Jividen is a writer and preach- 
er In Abilene, Texas, U. S. A. 


“Now may our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself and God our 
Father, who has loved us and 
given us eternal comfort and 


good hope by grace, comfort 
and strengthen your hearts in 
every good work and word” 


(2 Thessalonians 2:16,17). 
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Resurrection” 


W. Douglass Harris 


“.. That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection” (Philippians 3:10). 


In the text above, Paul speaks 
of the power of His resurrection. 
We are living in a power-conscious 
age. We know there is power in 
steam, in water, in electricity, in 
explosives, in the wind, etc. In 
more recent times we have heard 
about atomic and nuclear power, but 
Paul spoke of a different power — 
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the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
This power is revealed in the fol- 
lowing ways: 

1. In the Institutions and 
Ordinances it has Established. 
One of these is the church. Christ 
promised to build His church in 
spite of His death (Matthew 16:18). 
He was made head of the church 
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through His resurrection (Ephesians 
1:19-23). Had He not been raised 
from the dead His church would 
have never been built. His resurrec- 
tion gives meaning and authority to 
the conditions of entrance into His 
church (Acts 2:37,38). Baptism is a 
symbol of His burial and resurrec- 
tion (Romans 6:3,4; Colossians 
2:12). Without His resurrection, He 
would not eat and drink with us in 
the Lord’s Supper, as He promised 
(Matthew 26:29). His resurrection 
sets apart and specializes the Lord’s 
day (John 20:1; Mark 16:9; 
Revelation 1:10). 

2. In the Faith It Creates. It 
established the fact of Christ’s 
Messiahship and His divine nature 
(Acts 2:36; Romans 1:3,4). If 
Christ had not been raised, He could 
not have been accepted as the Christ 
of God, and there would be no basis 
for our faith. Without His resurrec- 
tion, our faith would be vain (1 
Corinthians 15:12-27). 

3. In the Hope It Inspires. 
When Jesus was crucified and 
buried, His disciples lost hope 
(Luke 24:13-21). This hope was 
revived and vitalized by His resur- 
rection. It is His resurrection that 
gives us hope of immortality (1 
Peter 1:3,4). Peter describes it as a 
living hope and an inheritance that 
fadeth not away. His resurrection 
gave Him power to raise us, and this 
begets hope in us (John 5:28,29; 1 
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Thessalonians 4:13,14). What a 
glorious hope! 

4. In the Transformation of 
Life It Instills. Before the resurrec- 
tion His disciples were filled with 
fear and dismay (Matthew 
26:31-35,56,58,69-75). After His 
resurrection they became bold and 
aggressive. They began a mighty 
campaign to evangelize the world 
(Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; 
Acts 2:14; 4:18,19; 5:29). Genuine 
faith in Christ and His resurrection 
changes one’s life (Colossians 
3:1-4). It is the power that enables 
us to subdue sin (Romans 6:1-14). 

5. In the Victory It Gives 
Over Death. The world of humani- 
ty dies nearly three times in a centu- 
ry. All the forces of earth cannot 
halt the ravages of death. But 
through His resurrection we can 
overcome death (2 Timothy 1:10). 
His resurrection is a pledge of our 
resurrection (1 Corinthians 
15:20-23,51-57). 

Thank God for the power of 
Christ’s resurrection! Do you desire 
to know this power as much as Paul 
did? This is the support of the 
entire Bible — the law, prophets, 
and the Gospel, and the fact of His 
resurrection makes all of His 
promises good. ? 


W. Douglass Harris Is the editor of the 
Caribbean Messenger and lives in 
Decatur, Alabama, U. S. A. 
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DEGREES OF FAITH 


John Thiesen 


The Word of God emphasizes the importance of faith to our salvation. 
Most people understand the need to believe in God and in His Son Jesus 
Christ. What some may not realize is that there are degrees of faith, some 
good and some bad. 


Dead Faith 

There is such a thing as a dead faith. “But wilt thou know, O vain man, 
that faith without works is dead?” (James 2:20). James went ahead to 
explain that if our faith does not move us to obey God by doing good it is 
like a dead body, without movement. For example, he said to fail to give a 
needy person food or clothing is to have a dead faith (verses 15-17). What 
counts with God is not just to believe that He exists, but to put our faith to 
action with a “faith which worketh by love” (Galatians 5:6). 


Shrinking and Stretching Faith 

There is also a shrinking faith. This happens when a believer begins to 
get discouraged and starts losing his faith or confidence in God. “Now the 
just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no 
pleasure in him” (Hebrews 10:38). 

Contrast this with its opposite, which is a stretching or elastic faith. It 
stretches through the whole life of the person. This faith will carry him on 
to eternal life. The Hebrews writer said, “But we are not of them who draw 
back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul” 
(Hebrews 10:39). 


Strong and Weak Faith 
Abraham is the greatest example of a strong faith. He was “Not weak in 
faith . .. but was strong in faith, giving glory to God” when he believed 
God’s promise to give him a son in his advanced age (Romans 4:19-21). 
Believing in God, he left his own country as an old man and journeyed to a 
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distant land he had never seen but that God promised to give to him. A 
weak faith would have been unsure, hesitant, doubtful, partly believing and 
partly pessimistic. 


Overcoming Faith 
What we need most of all is an overcoming faith, one that endures to the 
end of our life. John said, “And this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4). With this kind of faith, we will be able 
to overcome sin for Christ. With it we will not turn back, but confidently 
look to the reward of faithfully serving Christ, which is eternal life. Let’s 
have this living, strong, stretching, overcoming kind of faith. ? 


John Thlesen Is a former missionary to on ond now works with the Pleasant 
Valley congregation In Mobile, Alabama, U. S. A 


Te Today 


Outside my window, a new day I see, 
And only I can determine what Kind it will be. 
It can be busy and sunny, laughing and gay 
Or boring and cold, unhappy and gray. 
My own state of mind is the determining Key, 
For I am only the person I let myself be. 
I can be thoughtful and do aff I can to help, 
Or be selfish and think just of myself. 
I can enjoy what I do and make it seem fun, 
Or gripe and complain and make it hard on someone. 
I can be patient with those who may not understand, 
Or belittle and hurt them as much as I can. 
But I have faith in the Lord, and believe when I say; 
I personally intend to make the best of each day. 


— Author Unknown 
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, Paying the Price.” That was 
the headline on the foreign section 
of a newspaper last wee. The story 
is about Katherine Ann Power, who 
joined the Anti-Vietnam Movement 
as a college student, but went far 
beyond demonstrating to engage in 
violent crime. Ms. Power drove the 
get-away car in a 1970 bank rob- 
bery in which a police officer was 
killed. For 23 years she had been a 
fugitive until she turned herself in 
last month. Judge Robert Banks 
sentenced Ms. Power to 8-12 years 
in prison and directed that she may 
not earn any profit from books and 
movies related to her crime. 

Two years ago, a man in 
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California was arrested for a murder 
he committed 28 years ago. He 
freely roamed around until high- 
tech and modern police gadgets 
caught up with him. The DNA in 
his hair, along with his finger print, 
matched that of the wanted murder- 
er. When confronted, he readily 
confessed. 

The Bible tells us that sin costs. 
It’s not free: “For the wages of sin 
is death...” The consequences of 
it are not erased by time. Some 
people might think people will for- 
get, time will heal, but not with God 
and not with sin. Neither can any- 
one hide from it. Distancing your- 
self by traveling afar will not help 
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you escape from the sin you have 
committed. It will follow you to the 
ends of the earth. Finally, you can- 
not pay for your sins. Your church 
contribution may help support the 
preachers, the poor or proclaim the 
gospel, but it has nothing to do with 
the payment of your sins. You may 
be able to bribe your way out of 
past troubles with some people or 
institutions, but not this one. 

So, you may ask, “How do I 
pay my debt to God?” You can’t. 
But someone can. In fact, he 
already did. You’re not off the 
hook yet, though. First, you need to 
believe. Believe in whom? Believe 
in Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of 
God, that He came to save you from 
sin, that you may be saved. Second, 
you need to repent. Jesus said that 
if you do not repent, you will die. 
You much regret and have remorse 
over your past sins. You are a sin- 
ner and you need to be sorry for 
that. Paul declared: “All have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God.” Denial in this case, which 
is one of our defensive weapons, 
will rob us of God’s forgiveness. 
Third, you much accept Christ in 
baptism. Paul, Peter and the rest of 
the New Testament Christians all 
taught and practiced water baptism 
(See Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:16; 
Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 4:21; Romans 
6:4; Acts 8:38; just to name a few). 

After you have done those 


things, then you have been born 
again. You have accepted the grace 
of God in your life. You have 
become a child of God, a Christian. 
That is not the end of it. It is just 
the beginning of a wonderful rela- 
tionship with God. Great things 
await you. Walk with God. 
Continue to love Him and serve 
Him and you will grow. May God 
bless you. v 


Salvador Carlaga is a Gospel preacher 
In Cebu City, Philippines. 
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Dagisrn 


Bobby Key 


If one comes to realize he is 
lost in sin, if he has been taught the 
Gospel, if he believes that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God and the 
Savior of the world, and if he has 
fully decided to repent and follow 
the will of God, there will be no 
hesitancy on his part to obey the 
command to be baptized. 

Baptism is included in the 
Great Commission. The Savior 
said: “He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved’ (Mark 16:16). 

The idea that one is saved and 
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then baptized is entirely false. After 
one has studied the Bible he learns 
that baptism comes before salvation. 
Your Bible reads, “Repent ye, and 
be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the 
remission of your sins” (Acts 2:38). 
One is still a sinner until he has 
been baptized. Saul, a sinner, had 
been praying three days and nights. 
He was commanded to “Arise, and 
be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord” (Acts 22:16). He needed to 
submit to baptism that his sins 
might be blotted out. 

Peter, guided by the Spirit, 
declared that baptism saves. He let 
us know that Noah and his family 
were saved by water, which was a 
shadow of baptism that saves us (1 
Peter 3:20-22). 

Baptism is necessary to enter 
the kingdom of God (John 3:3-5). 
Christ is our Savior, and we are 
baptized into Christ (Romans 6:3). 
“For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ” (Galatians 3:27). 

If one is convinced that baptism 
is necessary, he will gladly be 
immersed, and will be raised to 
walk in newness of life (Romans 
6:4). T 
Bobby Key Is the editor of Four State 


Gospel News and lives in Miami, 
Oklahoma, U.S. A. 
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Ananias, a “devout man 
according to the law,” had a good 
report of “all Jews that dwelt in 
Damascus” (Acts 22:12), We know 
that the Lord 
appeared to him 
“in a vision” 
and instructed 
him to “inquire 
for one named 
Saul, a man of 
Tarsus: for, be- 
hold, he pray- 
eth” (Acts 
9:11). He was 
then told that 
Saul had seen in 
a vision a “man 
named Ananias 
coming in, and 
putting his hand on him, that he 
might receive his sight” (vs. 12). 

There is no question that 
Ananias had miraculous power, 
since the Lord gave it to him, either 
directly by the vision, or indirectly 
through the laying on of apostolic 
hands. 

We learn in Acts 8:13-17 that 
only the apostles could impart spiri- 
tual gifts to others. In the context, 
Philip, who was “full of the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom” and had the 
“laying on of the apostles’ hands” 
(Acts 6:3-6), worked mighty mira- 
cles among the Samaritans, con- 
firming the Word by the “signs fol- 
lowing” (Mark 16:17-20). But even 
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Philip could not impart these gifts to 
others; thus Peter and John, two 
apostles, laid their hands on the 
Samaritans, “and they received the 
Holy Spirit,” 
after praying 
that they might 
receive the 
Holy Spirit 
(Acts 8:15-17). 
If Philip 
could not im- 
part miraculous 
gifts, though 
having the lay- 
ing on of apos- 
tolic hands, it 
follows that 
Ananias could 
not impart them 
to Saul. In fact, no one except the 
apostles had been chosen by the 
Lord to impart miraculous gifts. 
These gifts were given by the Lord 
for the edification of the early 
church in a period before revelation 
of the New Testament was complete 
(1 Corinthians 13:8-10, Ephesians 
4:7-16). The church was in its 
infancy, and needed spiritual gifts 
“until that which was perfect” was 
come, that is, the complete revela- 
tion of the New Testament. The 
gifts were needed when the revela- 
tion was “in part,” or partial, “till 
we all attain to the unity of the faith, 
unto the knowledge of the Son of 
God.” Now that “the faith has been 
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once for all delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3), miraculous gifts 
are no longer needed. 

Ananias laid his hands on Saul 
that he might receive his sight, just 
as the Lord had instructed him (Acts 
9:11,17). After that, Saul arose and 
was baptized (9:18), since Ananias 
said to him, “Arise and be baptized 
and wash away thy sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord” (22:16). 

But does not Acts 9:17 also 
say, “and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit’? Yes, but please observe 
again that Ananias could not baptize 
him with the Holy Spirit, since only 
the Lord could do that. Neither 
could he lay his hands on Saul and 
impart to him the miraculous gift of 
the Spirit. There are only two pos- 
sibilities here: (1) Saul could 
receive this baptism of the Spirit 
from the Lord, or else (2) he could 
have the ability of miraculous gifts 
from another apostle. 

It is our conviction that Paul 
did receive the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit from the Lord Himself, but 
not at the time the Lord appeared 
unto him on the road to Damascus. 
It was then said to him, “J have 
appeared unto thee for this purpose, 
to make thee a minister and a wit- 
ness both of these things which thou 
hast seen, and of those things in the 
which I will appear unto thee” (Acts 
26:16). Notice that the Lord 
promised to appear unto Paul in 
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some ways in the future as well. By 
observing the actions of Paul and 
his claims later, we learn that he 
was baptized in the Holy Spirit, 
since he had power to lay his hands 
on others and impart spiritual gifts 
(2 Timothy 1:6; Acts 19:1-6; 
Galatians 3:2). After his conversion 
in Damascus, he went into Arabia 
and back to Damascus. After three 
years he went up to Jerusalem to 
visit Peter and James, the Lord’s 
brother (Galatians 1:16-19). In that 
chapter he said he received his reve- 
lation, not from man, “but it came to 
me through revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (Galatians 1:11ff). 
Sometime between his conversion 
and the time he went up to 
Jerusalem, he received an appear- 
ance of the Lord according to His 
promise, and was baptized with the 
Holy Spirit, or “filled with the 
Spirit” (Acts 9:17, 26:16; 1 
Corinthians 2:12ff; 2 Corinthians 
12:12). 

These miraculous powers were 
limited to the age when the New 
Testament was being revealed, and 
after its completion, were taken 
away. Prophecies, tongues, and 
miraculous knowledge, in fact all 
signs and wonders, have been taken 
away since the completion of the 
“perfect law of liberty” James 1:25, 
2:12). T 


Bill Nicks Is a missionary on the 
island of Trinidad in the West Indies. 
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Heaven 


WHAT Do YOU KNOW ABOUT IT? 


Wayne Jackson 


“Heaven” is a topic that people 
frequently talk about and sing 
about, even in secular songs, but 
there is very little biblically-based 
discussion on the subject. What are 
some of the scriptural facts regard- 
ing this fond hope of the faithful 
child of God? 

The term “heaven” (or “heav- 
ens”) is used in several ways in the 
Bible. First, there is the region just 
above the earth where birds fly 
(Genesis 2:19), and dew, clouds, 
frost, and rain form (Genesis 27:28; 
Daniel 7:13; Job 38:29, Genesis 
8:2). Second, there is the region of 
the moon, sun, and stars (Genesis 
1:14-16; 22:17). Third, there is the 
“heaven of heavens” (Deuteronomy 
10:14), known also as the “third 
heaven” (2 Corinthians 12:2). This 
is the habitation of God (Psalm 
33:13,14; Matthew 6:9). Finally, in 
Matthew 21:25 “heaven” is used 
figuratively for God Himself. 


The Promise of Heaven 
Heaven, the dwelling place of 
Jehovah, is a precious promise for 


the faithful child of God. For exam- 
ple, those who remain loyal, even 
under persecution, are told that their 
“reward in heaven” will be great 
(Matthew 5:12). Paul declares that 
our hope is laid up for us “in the 
heavens” (Colossians 1:5), and 
Peter affirms that an incorruptible 
inheritance is “reserved in heaven” 
for us (1 Peter 1:4). 

Who will be in heaven? The 
universalist alleges that all of 
humanity will ultimately see this 
blissful home, but the Scriptures 
provide no such hope. Jesus plainly 
declared: “Enter ye in by the nar- 
row gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leads to 
destruction, and many are they that 
enter in thereby. For narrow is the 
gate, and straitened the way, that 
leads unto life, and few are they that 
find it” (Matthew 7:13,14). 

Obviously the most wonderful 
aspect of heaven will be the pres- 
ence of the divine Godhead. The 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
will be there (see Revelation 1:4,5). 
Too, angels will be citizens of heav- 
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en (see Luke 15:7,10). The great 
men and women of faith whom we 
read about in the Holy Bible will 
likewise be inhabitants of heaven. 
Jesus promised: “Many shall come 
from the east and the west, and 
shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matthew 8:11; cf. 
Hebrews 11:16). 

So far as this present age is 
concerned, the hope of heaven is 
available only to those who are “in 
Christ.” “Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord...” (Revelation 
14:13). Those who choose to 
remain outside of Christ, i.e., out- 
side His spiritual body, the church, 
are without the hope of heaven 
(Ephesians 2:12,13; 5:23; cf. 
Galatians 3:27). The inhabitants of 
heaven are described as those who 
have “washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb” (Revelation 7:14), a process 
which initially occurs in obedience 
to the first principles of the Gospel 
(cf. Acts 2:38; 22:16), and is main- 
tained by sustained fidelity to truth 
(1 John 1:7). Heaven is a place for 
those who have pursued the path of 
obedience (Hebrews 5:9). 

We must likewise note in pass- 
ing that those who die in a state of 
innocence will also be privileged to 
enter heaven (see 2 Samuel 12:23; 
cf. Matthew 19:14). The Bible 
knows nothing of “limbo” — the 


43 


doctrine that “unbaptized children 
are excluded from heaven” — as 
advocated by some in the religious 
world. 


The Nature of Heaven 

There are many who misunder- 
stand the nature of heaven. 
Accordingly, they really have no 
desire to go there. If one were to 
survey such people and ask — 
Where would you wish to go when 
you die? (1) Heaven; (2) Hell; (3) 
Neither of the above — they proba- 
bly would check number three. 
These folks have cultivated no spiri- 
tual appetite whatever, and thus 
their interest in an eternal state, 
apart from this world, is absolutely 
nil. Many are so wedded to this 
world that their very concept of 
heaven is earthly. 

Contrary to the assertions of 
some, heaven will not be on earth. 
Christ plainly taught that we are not 
to lay up treasures on earth, but in 
heaven (Matthew 6:19). Hence, it is 
obvious that heaven and earth are 
not the same. The writer of 
Hebrews makes it plain that the 
patriarchs were but “pilgrims on the 
earth” and that they longed for a 
better country, i.e., a heavenly place 
(Hebrews 11:13-16). Clearly, they 
did not view earth and heaven as 
being identical. We are informed 
that this earth will pass away 
(Matthew 24:35; Revelation 21:1), 


DOCTRINE TO LIVE BY 


and 2 Peter 3:1-13 contains a vivid 
description of the passing of this 
material universe. 

It should further be noted that 
heaven, wherever it is, is not a 
material place. There is a beautiful 
portrayal of heaven in the 21st and 
22nd chapters of the book of 
Revelation. First, it is represented 
as “a new heaven and a new earth” 
(21:1); then as “a holy city, the new 
Jerusalem” (21:2-4). There is a 
breath-taking picture of this happy 
realm of the redeemed, described 
figuratively as consisting of pre- 
cious stones and pure gold 
(21:9-26). It is a place of perpetual 
day, without sin, sickness, sadness 
or death (4:23-27; cf. 7:16-17; 
22:3,15). One must ever keep in 
mind that John’s visions consist of 
many symbols, the design of which 
is to represent the glory and beauty 
of heaven. It is surely a mistake to 
view these descriptions in a literal 
fashion, as some have done. 

As we now live in the flesh, in 
a material world, our only percep- 
tions, as gained from personal expe- 
rience, are of a material nature. We 
simply are not, therefore, at this pre- 
sent stage of our existence, prepared 
to clearly understand what heaven 
will actually be like. In this regard, 
it is a challenge to walk by faith, for 
we cannot walk by sight. The Spirit 
has thus employed many figures of 
speech, consisting of precious mate- 
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rial things, to convey to us the value 
of the heavenly state. 

Heaven is not a place of physi- 
cal existence. Paul declared that 
“flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 
15:50). By way of contrast, for 
example, the Moslem concept of 
heaven is quite physical. Equally 
erroneous is the idea that the mar- 
riage relationship will continue in 
heaven. Jesus plainly affirmed that 
“in the resurrection, they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage” 
(Matthew 22:30). 

One preacher recently revealed 
his carnalistic view of heaven by 
suggesting that his dog would be in 
that celestial state! Such false ideas 
as these have no basis in biblical 
fact. 

It may be difficult to under- 
stand how we can enjoy heaven if 
there will be absolutely no physical 
pleasures there. We must remem- 
ber, however, that all physical 
appetites diminish with the passing 
of time. Heaven is an eternal state. 
Consequently, the bliss of that 
future existence will be adapted to 
us as we then will be, and not as we 
now are. This must necessarily be 
the case if we are to be eternally 


happy! ? 


eee Jackson is the editor of 
Christian Courler and is a preacher in 
Stockton, California, U.S. A. 
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Only She 

Obedient 

“Wil Be 
Daved 


Rick Cunningham 


“Once saved, always saved,” is 
a common belief today. It is argued 
that if a person is truly saved, pos- 
sessing the true Spirit of God, he 
cannot and will not fall away. If he 
falls away, he never was saved in 
the first place. 

This “doctrine of perseverance” 
is simply not true. It is possible, 
and it is common, for people to be 
truly saved, lost, restored, and lost 
again. In fact, even the Holy Spirit 
warns us not to turn away after 
being saved: 

“So, as the Holy Spirit says, 
Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts as 
you did in the rebellion, during 
the time of testing in the 
desert, where your fathers test- 
ed and tried me, and for forty 


years saw what I did. That is 
why I was angry with that gen- 
eration, and I said, Their 
hearts are always going 
astray, and they do not know 
my ways. So I declared an 
oath in my anger, They shall 
never enter my rest. See to it, 
brothers, that none of you has 
a sinful, unbelieving heart that 
turns away from the living 
God” (Hebrews 3:7-12). 

Our words and actions deter- 
mine our acceptability with God. 
Jesus said, “If anyone loves me, he 
will obey my teaching” (John 
14:23). And, “He who does not 
love me will not obey my teaching” 
(John 14:24). And the Holy Spirit 
reminded the apostles of this same 
teaching (John 14:26). 

Friend, do not entertain the idea 
that salvation is certain, regardless 
of our actions. If we would be 
saved, we must obey the Lord. Any 
other doctrine is not the Lord’s doc- 
trine. T 


Rick Cunningham preaches the 
Gospel in Clyde, Texas, U. S. A. 
ad 
Iu addition to com- 
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What Would Jesus 
Have the Vo? 


John Gipson 


If one is willing to listen to the 
voice of God, he will hear the words 
of Jesus. Peter, James, and John 
learned this firsthand. On a high 
mountain they watched Jesus as His 
face shone like the sun, and His gar- 
ments became white as light. What 
an occasion! But, there was more to 
come. A bright cloud overshad- 
owed them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased: listen 
to him” (Matthew 17:5). If you 
respect the voice of God, you will 
listen to His Son. 

The Hebrews writer confirms 
all of this by pointing out that in the 
past God spoke in many and various 
ways, “but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the 
world” (Hebrews 1:2). 

There are many voices crying 
out in the world today, but the one I 
need to hear above all others is the 
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voice of God’s Son. And that is 
because God has expressly told us 
to hear Him. 

Jesus calls us into His fellow- 
ship in words that are clear and 
unmistakable. “Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden... 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me” (Matthew 11:28,29). 
That’s what Jesus wants you to do! 
Have you done it? Believers in the 
city of Corinth did, and the apostle 
Paul speaks of how they were called 
into the fellowship of God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Corinthians 
1:9). Won’t you hear the voice of 
Jesus as did the Corinthians? 

Jesus calls upon us to believe in 
Him. According to Jesus, this is 
eternal life. “He who believes in 
the Son has eternal life; he who 
does not obey the Son shall not see 
life” (John 3:36). Peter tells us that 
“every one who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name” (Acts 10:43). If you do 
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what Jesus wants you to do, you 
will believe in Him! 

Jesus wants me to repent of my 
sins. He preached, “The time is ful- 
filled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent, and believe in the 
gospel” (Mark 1:15). Those who 
refused to repent He upbraided and Earth is not our habitation 
warned what would happen to them For our home is in the sky 
on the day of judgment (Matthew Heaven is our destination 
11:20-24). If I do what Jesus wants We're just pilgrims passing by. 
me to do, I will repent. 


Jesus wants me to confess and All our thoughts to God are given 
acknowledge Him before men. He As our journey we pursue 
says, “So every one who acknowl- Going to our home in heaven 
edges me before men, I also will We're just pilgrims passing thru. 
acknowledge before my Father who ; 
is in heaven; but whoever denies me Alliour hopes, anid out desires 
before men, I also will deny before Upward are to Heese ia 

ante i By the light His word inspires 
my Father who is in heaven We're just pileri : 
(Matthew 10:32,33). That’s plain, Ste ere re Pennine vn 
isn’t it! This is just a visitation 

Jesus wants me to be baptized. We on earth as strangers roam 
He said, “He who believes and is To a waiting celebration 
baptized will be saved; but he who We’re just pilgrims going home. 


does not believe will be con- 
demned” (Mark 16:16). Jesus was 
baptized, and He wants me to be. 
He says I must be born of the water 
and the Spirit to enter the kingdom 
of God (John 3:1-5). 

I want to do what Jesus wants 
me to do, because life is at stake. 
“ ... He who does not obey the Son 
shall not see life... ’(John 3:36). 
John Gipson preaches for the Sixth 


and Izard church in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, U.S. A. 





THE TWO-SIDED 
CROSS 


Olden Cook 


The cross was a two-sided structure. It was both ugly and beautiful. It 
was ugly because our sins were hanging there in the personage of Jesus .. . 
it was beautiful because it was our Savior hanging there, dying for our sins. 
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sin- 
ners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:4). It was ugly in that it meant horrible 
suffering for the Son of God, suffering beyond our wildest imagination . . . it 
was beautiful because it portrayed in the most graphic way the love and 
grace of God extended to us. “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him” (John 3:16,17). 

As Jesus was lifted up on the cross atop the hill of Calvary, God was 
reaching down to the valley of our despair and hopelessness. It was the 
nature of the event taking place there that made it both ugly and beautiful at 
the same time: ugly in that it was sin — the sin of those who physically per- 
petrated the act, your sins, my sins — that nailed Him there . . . but beauti- 
ful in what it did for us! 


On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, The emblem of suffer- 
ing and shame; And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay 
down, I will cling to the old rugged cross And exchange it some 
day for a crown. 

— George Bennard T 


Olden Cook preaches the Gospel in Kerrville, Texas, U. S. A. 


48 


SALVATION 


“Three ‘Uhings You Should 
Know About Salvation 


Jack Harriman 


First, you should know that 
you can be saved. God’s desire is 
that you be saved (2 Peter 3:9). 
Christ died for every man (Hebrews 
2:9). The Gospel was to be 
preached to every person (Mark 
16:15). Why? Because every per- 
son could be saved. You can under- 
stand and believe the Gospel mes- 
sage. You can repent of past sins. 
You can confess your faith in Christ 
and be baptized (Acts 2:38). No 
one can keep you from obeying the 
Gospel, not even the Devil himself. 
‘You can be saved. 

Secondly, you should know 
that you can lose your salvation. 
Jesus said, “Jf anyone does not 
abide in me, he is thrown away as a 
branch, and dries up; and they 
gather them, and cast them into the 
fire, and they are burned” (John 
15:6). Paul said, “... in the latter 
times some shall fall away from the 
faith” (1 Timothy 4:1). John 
recorded Jesus as saying, “He that 
overcometh shall thus be arrayed in 
white garments; and I will in no 
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wise blot his name out of the book 
of life” (Revelation 3:5). You can 
so live as to lose your salvation. 

Thirdly, you should know 
that you can insure your salva- 
tion. You don’t have to lose it, and 
you can take steps to insure that you 
won’t lose it. Peter tells us how. 
“,. . add to your faith virtue... 
knowledge ... temperance. . 
patience ... godliness... brotherly 
kindness ... love. For if these 
things are in you... they make you 
that you shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful ... brethren, give dili- 
gence to make your calling and 
election sure; for if you do these 
things you shall never fall” (2 Peter 
1:5-10). 

You can be saved, and then you 
can do one of two things with your 
salvation. You can either lose it, or 
you can insure it. God wants you to 
be saved. So doI. T 


Jack Harriman preaches for the 
Center Street church in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, U. S. A. 
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“Born Again Christian” 


Sunny David 


We have all heard people talk 
about a “born again Christian.” 
What do they mean by such an 
expression? Is there any other kind 
of Christian? 

According to the Bible, every 
Christian is a born again person, 
born of water and of the Spirit. In 
fact, one cannot be a Christian in 
any other way. The phrase or the 
term “born again Christian” is not 
even once mentioned in the Bible, 
because it denotes the idea of a spe- 
cial kind of Christian. A Christian 
is simply a Christian, a follower of 
Christ (Acts 11:26), one who has 
been saved by the propitiatory death 
of Jesus Christ; whom the Lord has 
added to his church; and who has 
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the hope of entering into the eternal 
kingdom of God. (Romans 3:21-26; 
5:6-11; Acts 2:27; 2 Corinthians 
5:1). 

It is indubitably obvious that to 
enter into God’s eternal kingdom of 
heaven one must be born again, 
anew, and that that new birth must 
be of “water and of the Spirit.” 
Christ Himself taught that “unless 
one is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God,” and to explain 
that more explicitly, the Lord said, 
“unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God.” (John 3:3,5) 

How then is one born of water 
and the Spirit? We must understand 
that it is a command of the Lord 
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with which every person must com- 
ply. It is something that one must 
do individually. It is not a mystical 
experience bestowed upon the per- 
son by the Lord, which is “better 
felt than told.” Such a concept is 
not even mentioned in the Bible 
anywhere. 

Certainly, one must be born 
again to become a Christian, and if 
one is a Christian it is because he 
has been born again, since one can- 
not be a Christian in any other way. 
But there is no mystical experience 
promised by the Lord in being born 
again, nor is there example in the 
entire Bible of any such experience 
by which anyone ever became a 
Christian. 

The Bible must be our standard 
of authority for becoming a 
Christian and for everything that is 
enjoined to Christianity. According 
to its teaching, one becomes a 
Christian when he hears the gospel 
of Jesus Christ preached, and 
believes in Christ, repents of sins, 
and is baptized in water (immersed) 
for the remission of sins. (John 
3:16; Acts 2:38) Notice the parallel 
readings: “Unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God” and, 
“He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved.” (John 3:5 and Mark 
16:16) Only the saved will enter 
heaven. 

It was by the Spirit, or the Holy 
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Spirit, that the word of God was 
delivered to man. When man obeys 
that word, it leads him to salvation. 
Notice what the apostle Peter wrote 
to Christians: “Since you have 
purified your souls in obeying the 
truth through the Spirit in sincere 
love of the brethren, love one anoth- 
er with a pure heart, having been 
born again, not of corruptible seed 
but incorruptible, through the word 
of God which lives and abides for- 
ever.” (1 Peter 1:22,23) How did 
they purify their souls? In obeying 
the truth that was brought to them 
by the Spirit. How were they born 
again? Through the word of God. 
Here is an example: When a 
multitude of people had heard the 
gospel of Christ for the first time, 
we read, “Now when they heard this 
they were cut to the heart, and said 
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
‘Men and brethren what shall we 
do?’ Then Peter said to them, 
‘Repent and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins; and you 
Shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.’ Then those who gladly 
received his words were baptized; 
and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them.” (Acts 
2:37,38,41) In the last verse of the 
same chapter we read about those 
people that “They were praising 
God and having favour with all the 
people and the Lord added to the 
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church daily those who were being 
saved.” 

Were these penitent people 
born again of water and the Spirit? 
Of course they were, because if they 
had not been the Lord would not 
have added them to His church, 
since He adds to His church only 
those who are saved. Yet that was- 
n’t the result of some sudden mysti- 
cal experience “better felt than 
told.” They had heard the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and had believed in 
Him, and had repented of their sins, 
and were baptized (immersed in 
water) for the forgiveness of their 
sins. 

The new life begins with the 
new birth. “Or do you not know,” 
said the apostle Paul, “that as many 
of us as have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? Therefore we were buried 


with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk 
in newness of life.” (Romans 6:3,4) 

Baptism of a believer signifies 
the death, the burial, and the resur- 
rection of Christ, as well as of the 
believer who died to sin by repen- 
tance and allowed himself to be 
buried with Christ in baptism. 
Coming out of the waters of bap- 
tism, he begins to walk in the new- 
ness of life in Christ. This is how 
one is born again — born of water 
and of the Spirit — and this is how 
one becomes a Christian. There is 
no other way. 

Think about it: A Christian is 
not born again. But one must be 
born again to become a Christian! ¢ 


Sunny David works with the Lord’s 
church In New Delhi, India. 
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Today I'm happy, I can smile. 
My heart is joyous all the while, 

And I can sing . .. mile after mile. 
You've given me a wonderful life! 


You send the sunshine and the rain 
And when Life's trials bring me pain, 
You give me strength to love again. 

You've given me a wonderfil life! 


I have a peace that won't depart. 
You've set 8 rainbow in my heart 
O what a precious Lord thou art! 
You've given me a wonderful life! 
- Carol Richardson 


A Wonderful Life 
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God's Precious 
Promises 

When | am tempted... 
“No temptation has overtaken 
you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful and He will not let 
you be tempted beyond your 
strength, but with the temptation 
will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to 
endure it” (1 Corinthians 
10:13). 

When I have sinned... 
“If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just, and will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 


When | am afraid... 
“Fear not, for 1 am with you. Be 
not dismayed, for | am your 
God; | will strengthen you, | will 
help you, ! will uphold you with 
my victorious right hand” (Isaiah 
41:1). 

When | need wisdom... . 
“If any of you lacks wisdom let 
him ask of God, who gives to all 
men generously and without 
reproaching, and it will be given 
to him” (James 1:5). 


When | fear death... 
“Lam the resurrection and the 
life; he who believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 
and whoever lives and believes 
in me shail never die” (John 
11:25,26). 


When | am lonely... 
“... and, lo, |am with you 
always, even to the end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:20). 
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Who created evil? 


Some people say that if God 
created a//things, He must have 
created evil. They say this 
proves that God has a good side 
and an evil side—a light side 
and a dark side. 


Is this true? Did sin and evil 
and Satan come from the mind 
and hands of God? 


In the Bible we read, “Then 
God saw everything that He had 
made, and indeed it was very 
good.” (Genesis 1:31) 


In James 1:17,18, we are 
told, “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and 
comes down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning.” 


1 John 1:5 says “God is light 
and in Him is no darkness at all.” 


The nature of God is holi- 
ness, righteousness and purity. 
To have brought Satan into ex- 
istence would have been con- 
trary to the very essence of God. 


So, God is good, and every- 
thing He created was good. The 
evil that exists is in opposition to 
Him; it did not originate with Him. 
We must look further for the ex- 
planation for Satan and for evil. 


Next: Who, then, made 
Satan? 
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Fellowship 


of the 
Body 


Tom Kelton 


The fellowship of the body is 
the mutual care and concern its 
members have for each other. That 
care and concern is expressed in the 
“one another’ passages of the New 
Testament. We are to confess our 
sins one to another (James 5:16); 
build up one another (1 Thessaloni- 
ans 5:11); bear one another’s bur- 
dens (Galatians 6:2); pray for one 
another (James 5:16); be kind to one 
another (Ephesians 4:32); submit to 
one another (Ephesians 5:21); show 
hospitality to one another (1 Peter 
4:9); serve one another (Galatians 
§:13); comfort one another (1 
Thessalonians 4:18); restore one 
another (Galatians 6:1); forgive one 
another (Colossians 3:13); admon- 
ish one another (Romans 15:14); 
teach one another (Colossians 3:16); 


54 






encourage one another (Hebrews 
3:13); and, above all, love one 
another (1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 4:7, 
11). 

There is a lot more to biblical 
fellowship than drinking coffee and 
eating sandwiches in a fellowship 
hall. True fellowship takes place 
when Christians come together to 
minister to one another. 

In a normal, healthy human 
body, all the members work togeth- 
er. If they don’t, that body is dis- 
abled, unable to function normally. 
No single part functions indepen- 
dently of the rest. So also is the 
body of Christ. All the members 
must work together if the body is to 
function normally. And no member 
was meant to function in isolation 
from the rest of the body. The New 
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Testament knew nothing of 
Christians who weren’t part of a 
local assembly. God never intended 
the assembly to be a place where 
lonely people come on Sunday, sit 
alone among the crowd, and leave, 
still lonely and hurting. Rather, in 
the assembly, warm, intimate fel- 
lowship should take place. 

When each member functions 
properly, the body is strong and 
healthy. And that will be a power- 
ful example that the world can’t 
help noticing. ? 


Tom Kelton is a writer and preacher in 
Pharr, Texas, U.S. A. 


———— “eno —____—_ 


For All His Blessings 


For all His countless blessings 
And all His gifts of love, 

] owe all things that I possess 
To God, the Lord above. 


For hope and inner courage 
When failure came my way, 

And new found faith to carry on 
To face another day. 


He made my life far brighter 
When it seemed so in vain, 

He led me on to greater heights 
I strove and sought to gain. 


— Harold F. Mohn 


Seven Free Gifts 


1. The Gift of Praise. Critics 
destroy. Encouragers build up. 
Make it a point to give several 
compliments daily. 

2. The Gift of Understanding. 
Down deep, this is really what 
most of us wish, to be under- 
stood. 

3. The Gift of Concession. 
You don’t have to win all the 
time. 

4. The Gift of Gratitude. 
Look for someone to thank. 
Gratitude is the same root word 
for grace. We receive grace 
with gratis. 

5. The Gift of Attention. 
Wives, children, employees seek 
human dignity. To give some- 
one your time, respect, and 
attention is one of the greatest 
gifts. 

6. The Gift of Inspiration. 
“Enthusiasm” literally means 
“God within us.” 

7. The Gift of Personal 
Presence. Eighty percent of 
success comes with merely 
“showing up.” Broken hearts 
come when you don’t. Your 
greatest power is you, your pres- 
ence. Give it. 


— Adapted, G. Max Tarbet 
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“Who Is 
My 
Mother 
And My 
Brethren?” 


Basil Overton 


“And a multitude was sitting 
about him; and they said unto 
him, Behold, thy mother and 
thy brethren without seek for 
thee. And he answereth them 
and saith, Who is my mother 
and my brethren? And looking 
round on them that sat round 
about him, he saith, Behold, 
my mother and my brethren! 
For whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my 
brother and sister and moth- 
er” (Mark 3:32-35). 

Obviously, Jesus taught that 
those who do God’s will sustain a 
relationship to Him that is more 
valuable than the relationship that 
He and Mary sustained as mother 
and son. This certainly places a lot 
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of emphasis on the importance of 
doing the will of God. “Not every 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my father who is in heaven” 
(Matthew 7:21). To enter heaven at 
last we will have to do God’s com- 
mandments (Revelation 22:14). 
God’s mercy is extended to those 
who remember His commandments 
to do them (Psalm 103:18). 

Jesus had a mother, and broth- 
ers and sisters. “Js not this the car- 
penter, the son of Mary, and brother 
of James, and Joses, and Judas, and 
Simon; and are not his sisters here 
with us?” (Mark 6:3). Jesus was 
the first of several children; He is 
called Mary’s “firstborn son” in 
Luke 2:7. As dear as the ties in His 
family were, Jesus taught that those 
who do the will of God are His 
“mother and brethren” in a dearer 
sense than those who were literally 
His flesh kin. Those who do the 
will of God become members of 
God’s family, the church that we 
read about in the Bible. Being in 
that family is more important than 
anything else in the world. Those in 
God’s family have to do God’s will 
to have the promise of going to 
heaven (2 Peter 1:5-11). T 


Basil Overton Is editor of The World 
Evangelilst and lives in Florence, 
Alabama, U. S. A 
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Paul's View QI 
The Church 


Jerry Jenkins 


This article begins with a dis- one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing 
claimer: “By Paul’s view of the to every man severally as he will. 
church this writer does not intend to For as the body is one, and hath 
infer that his view was different many members, and all the mem- 
from that of Jesus or any other of bers of that one body, being many, 
the apostles.” Let it be noted, how- are one body: so also is Christ:” (1 
ever, that we have more teaching Corinthians 12: 














from Paul than any other person 11,12). 
concerning the church. “And hath 
With this in mind, con- put all 
sideration is given to things 
his concept of the under his feet, 
church. and gave him to 

First, Paul envi- be the head 
sioned the church as over all 
the body of Christ. things to 


the church, 
Which is his 
body, the ful- 
ness of him 


In numerous set- 
tings, Paul made 
reference to 
the church as 


the body of that filleth all in 
Christ; i.e., all” (Ephesians 
“For as we 1:22,23). 

have many In these pas- 
members in one Sages Paul represents the 


body, and all members have not the _ church as an organism rather than 
same office: So we, being many, are an organization. An organization 
one body in Christ, and every one consists of parts mechanically relat- 
members one of another” (Romans ed to one another; an organism con- 
12:4,5). “But all these worketh that _ sists of parts vitally related. In an 
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organization there is no dependency on 
one another for life and growth, but 
in an organism the members are 
bound together in a common 
whole. 

Paul depicted the 

church as a school in 
Christian living. To the 
churches of Galatia, Paul 
indicated the law was their 
tutor. He appealed to the Roman 
Christians to mark those who caused 
divisions by advocating “teaching” con- 
trary to that which they had “learned” 
(Romans 16:17). In the church we learn the lesson of love, the lesson of 
usefulness, the lesson of worship, the lesson of 
prayer, the lesson of forbearance, the lesson of 
humility, the lesson of teaching others, etc. 

Finally, at least for this brief article, 
Paul perceived the church as the family of 

God. He told Timothy, “But if I tarry long, 
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God...” (1 Timothy 3:15). 
In Philippians, Paul outlined this beautiful picture 
of the church as God’s family. The following 

qualities should characterize this family: Unity, 

Humility, Obedience, Service, Exemplary 

Living, Joyful Cooperation, and Sacrificial 
Sharing. ? 

















Jerry Jenkins is the preacher for the Roebuck Parkway church in Birmingham, 
Alabama, U. S. A. 





Who Am I? 





1. 100 | lived in the first century A. D. 

2. 90 twas described as a wise person of good reputation. 
(Acts 6:3) 

3. 80 | was a very godly, spiritual person, said to be “full of the 
Holy Spirit”. (Acts 6:5) 

4. 70 My particular work in the Jerusalem church was to look 
after the needs of widows. {Acts 6:1} 

5. 60 At the time | was chosen to do this work, the apostles laid 
their hands on me, giving me special power to do miracles. 
(Acts 6:6,8) 

6. 50 Because | preached powerfully that Jesus is the Christ of 
God, some Jewish leaders aroused a mob against me. 
(Acts 6:9-12) 

7. 40 The sermon | preached in response was a review of Jewish 


history, showing that everything pointed to the coming of 
the Christ. (Acts 7) 


8. 30 The mob was so angry they gnashed 
at me with their teeth and then picked up 
stones to kill me for blas- 
phemy. (Acts 7:54,57) 


9. 20 ! gazed into hea- 
ven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God! 
(Acts 7:55} 


10. 10 ! was the first one to die 
for Jesus. Like our Lord, my dying 
prayer was, “Lord, do not charge 

them with this sin.” The cloaks of my execu- 

tioners were placed in the care of a young 

man called Saul. (Acts 7:57, 60} 













My Score 


See answer on inside back cover. 
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. I get where I’m going, where will I 
Where Will be?” Agnostics offer no comfort or 
consolation, because they say, “We 


You Spend do not know that God exists, or that 


men will live again.” Infidels say, 





e 9 “There is no God, and man is des- 
Eternity ; tined for dust and annihilation, 
death ends it all,” while the Bible 
affirms, “The spirit returns to God 
J. A. McNutt who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7), 
death is the gateway to life eternal, 
Everything on earth, all materi- and the faithful will wear the crown 

al possessions, every relationship, _ of life (Revelation 2:10). 

every pleasure, and even our lives 

are limited. Experience has taught Let no man deceive you, both 
us that everything physical heaven and hell are definite 
has a beginning and a de realities, and Jesus 
limited existence. How @ . Plainly says of the 
can we comprehend 4M ate, Me wicked, “And these 
“eternity,” which has {@ang@ue * % shall go away into 
to do with infinite . 
duration, eternal § 
existence, and our ' 














state after death? nal” (Matthew 
25:46). Check your 
Life Is A Journey destination, NOW! The 


All men are like travelers, pathway to _ salvation, 
pilgrims, and sojourners on this entrance into the kingdom, and 
earth (1 Peter 2:11). This earth is eventually entering heaven must 
not our home, and we seek a heav- _ begin with being born of water and 
enly country and that eternal city the Spirit (John 3:5). Being born 
(Hebrews 11:13-16). We are swift- again is best understood by reading 
ly passing through time and are well Mark 16:16 and Acts 2:38. ? 
on our way toward our eternal desti- 
nation. It may be later than you 


think. Have you ever stopped and J. A. McNutt Is a teacher and preacher 
asked yourself the question, “When _ in Memphis, Tennessee, U.S. A 
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THE MEANING OF 
SONSHIP 


Gordon Hogan 


How wonderful it is to have a father and a family. Surely when we have a 
loving, caring physical father and family, life is full and rich. This is even a 
much greater truth when we are children of God and are a part of His fami- 
ly, the church of Jesus Christ. 

The evidence of sonship is seen in us when, having been born of the 
water and spirit (John 3:3-5; Acts 2:38), we take on a new nature. The apos- 
tle John tells us about this new nature: 


Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifi- 
eth himself, even as he is pure. 

Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is 
the transgression of the law. And ye know that he was manifested 
to take away our sins, and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in 
him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither 
known him. 

Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth right- 
eousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth 
sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; 
for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God (1 John 3:1-9). 


The apostle Paul tells us that evidence of sonship is that we are led by 
the Spirit, that is, the instruction of the Spirit through the Word of God. We 
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are free, delivered from the bondage of sin, and have a special close rela- 
tionship with our heavenly Father. Notice what Paul writes: 


Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together (Romans 
8:12-17). 


Further evidence of sonship is God’s wisdom in supplying discipline, 
and our willingness to receive it. The writer of Hebrews explains: 


Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. And 
ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children. My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of him: for whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for 
what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be with- 
out chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, 
and not sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much 
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For 
they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; 
but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but griev- 
ous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness unto them which are exercised thereby (Hebrews 
12:4-11). 


Praise God our Father who promises, if we keep His will, that we will 
share the riches of heaven with the only begotten Son, Jesus, our elder 
brother, v 


Gordon Hogan has served as a missionary in Singapore for many years and Is 
now Missionary-in-Residence at Harding University, rcy, Arkansas, U.S. A. 
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The Bible describes Satan as a 
deceptive (Revelation 12:9), lying 
(James 8:44), scheming (2 
Corinthians 2:11), cunning (2 
Corinthians 11:3), wicked (1 John 
2:13), proud (1 Timothy 3:6), pow- 
erful (Ephesians 2:2), 
and fierce (Luke 
8:29) adversary (1 
Peter 5:8) of God. 
He is the father of 
evil and the eternal 
enemy of God and man. 

We are repeatedly warn- 
ed concerning Satan’s power 
and influence. If his will is 
obeyed, we will be eternal- 
ly lost, doomed to Hell 
forever. But we can 
win the struggle with 
Satan even though he 
is stronger than “flesh 
and blood,” if we 
follow God’s guid- 
ance. One compre- 
hensive passage giving 
instruction to help with this struggle 
is Ephesians 6:10-18 

Paul says “Finally my brethren, 
be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of his might. Put on the 
















whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against 
power, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritu- 
al hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. Therefore 
take up the whole 
armour of God, that 
you may be able to 
withstand in the evil 
day, and having done 
all, to stand. Stand 
therefore having 
girded your waist with 
the truth, having put 
on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and 
having shod your feet 
with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace; 
above all, taking 
the shield of faith 
with which you will 
be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked one. And take the hel- 
met of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God; 
praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, being 


The Whole Armour of God 


Wayne Barrier 
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watchful to this end with all perse- 
verance and supplication for all the 
saints ...”. (Ephesians 6:10-18) 
Satan’s handiwork can be seen 
everywhere, every day — murder, 
adultery, child abuse, corruption, 
war, human starvation, hatred, idol- 
atry, drunkenness, drug abuse, and 
strife. Man tries, usually with no 
success, to address these problems 
with solutions based on human wis- 
dom and power. The effective 
weapons for overcoming them seem 
simple, yet they are powerful and 


profound because they come to us 
from God — truth, righteousness, 
preparation of the gospel of peace, 
faith, salvation, the word of God, 
prayer, perseverance, and watchful- 
ness. 

Satan can be defeated in our 
lives if we rely on the Lord and the 
power of His might. Only in this 
trust do we have the assurance of 
victory. ? 


Wayne Barrier lives In Florence, 
Alabama and Is part of the World 
Evangelism team in the United States. 
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Be Quiet, 
And Listen To 
God! 


Bill Keele 


God had the Psalmist say, “Be 
still, and know that I am God; I will 
be exalted among the nations, I will 
be exalted in the earth” (Psalm 
46:10). And further, Habakkuk 
said, “But the Lord is in His holy 
temple; let all the earth be silent 
before Him” (Habakkuk 2:20). 

To be quiet means to slow down 
in your life enough so that you are 
not dominated by human activity. 
Some are unable to be quiet, 
because they have thirty-six hours 
of activity packed into every 
twenty-four hour day! They have 
so filled their life with earthly activ- 
ities that there is no time to take in 
any more messages. 

To be quiet means to refuse to let 
your own feelings and attitudes 
dominate your life. This kind of 
person is so tuned in to himself that 
there is no room for openness to 
tune in to anything or anyone else 
— God included! For such a per- 
son, being tuned in to his own feel- 
ings is a thin disguise for simple 
selfishness. 

To be quiet means to stop justi- 
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fying what you are doing because 
you are caught by circumstances 
beyond your control. Blaming oth- 
ers, blaming circumstances, blam- 
ing God — all of these things help 
keep a person from being quiet 
before God. 

To listen to God means to get 
into the Scripture (2 Timothy 
3:16,17). It means to pay attention 
to the truth once delivered to all the 
saints (Jude 3). It means to reject 
the religious traditions and doctrines 
of men. It means to know His book. 

To listen to God means to med- 
itate upon His law, so that you find 
the practical application in daily liv- 
ing that God, in Scripture, intends. 

To listen to God means to 
refuse to let feelings, intuitions, and 
inexplicable events make the writ- 
ten Word void! Dreams, omens, 
cloud formations, and strange voic- 
es do not change the written Word. 
Even a good conscience does not 
change the Word. 

To listen to God involves an 
openness to apply God’s written 
will to one’s life. One argues, 
another seeks to understand. One 
avoids, another seeks to apply. One 
delays, another seeks to implement. 

To be quiet and listen to God 
means to get into the Bible, the 
Word of God, and obey it. tT 


BIIl Keele is an evangelist for the 
Lord’s church In Broken Arrow, 
Oklahoma, U. S. A. 
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Take wp as LOSS 












i the gift of the Holy Spirit, eternal 
abet SAictae much abont the absolute 







“How to Enjoy 
ncaa “What J 











“All of self.a 
thee.” We must any 
3:20, “Nevertheless.1 li oH 
But I wanted the prithary 
cross.” It is probably a ve 
may say, “It is jus ha : i 
think, “I must bear ”” Any sorrow, loss, or d ficulty i is “spoken of 
as “my cross.” Sometimes people even speak of their own sins and short- 
comings as a cross. “I have a hot temper, but that is just one of the crosses I 
must bear.” What a travesty on the proper use of the term as Christ used it! 
Calm endurance in the midst of the constant changes of life may be a 
virtue lacking in many of us, but Christianity is not simply a form of sto- 
icism. The cross is not something that just falls on us. The cross is 
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something we take up. It is a deliberate choice of something we could have 
escaped, except for the fact that we deliberately chose to serve Christ, and as 
a result, suffer some difficulty, tribulation, persecution, or trouble. 

When you and J take upon ourselves the bearing of one another’s bur- 
dens because of our Christian relationships, that might be said to be “tak- 
ing up the cross.” When we are ridiculed, laughed at, persecuted, or 
maligned because we are fighting the good fight of faith, this is taking up 
the cross. But if we are merely ridiculed because we act in a ridiculous 
fashion, or are laughed at because we are funny, or are rejected because we 
are stubborn, hateful, or mean, we have no right to assume “I have taken up 
my cross and followed Jesus.” T 


T. Pierce Brown Ilves and preaches In Cookeville, Tennessee, U. S. A. 
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Dare To Be Different 


In the mad rush to keep up with the culture, it is easy to 
compromise. Non-conformity is never an end within itself, but 
to follow Christ means non-conformity with the world. It is the 
very nature of things. We are not to “be conformed to this 
world.” 

We are God's special people. That makes us different. We 
are different in our commitment, our morals and our priorities. 
The world just does not get it. Our distinctiveness is wrapped 
up in whose we are. 


“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for God’s own possession” (1 Peter 2:9a). 


Dare to be different. It reflects the nature of those who 
are God's children. 


~ Jimmy Jividen 
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“4 Little Bit Of Sugar uside” 


A mother hugged her six-year-old daughter. She asked Laurie, “What 
makes you so sweet?” The little girl answered, “I think when God made 
me, He put a little bit of sugar inside.” 

Listen to the advice of Jesus, “Give and it shall be given unto you: good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men 
give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again” (Luke 6:38). 

He tells us that goodness returns dividends. His thought is echoed in 
Proverbs 21:21, “He that followeth after righteous- 
ness and mercy findeth life, righteous- 
ness, and honour.” 














Some Related Attributes 
Courtesy 


Courtesy is the universal lan- 
guage. Peter advises us in the third 
chapter of his first letter, 
“Finally, be ye all of one 
mind, having compassion 
one of another, love as 
brethren, be pitiful, be 
courteous” (1 Peter 3:8). 

Ruth found herself 
in a strange land, with 
her beloved Naomi to 
support. She worked in 
the fields in the heat of 
the day, gleaning N 
behind the reapers. Her 
good manners and 
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ready smile won the heart of Boaz (Ruth 2:11). At last, the two were mar- 
ried. This happy story might easily have taken another direction if Ruth had 
not shown herself to be sweet and courteous to all. 


Tact 


One blessed with this attribute has the discernment to approach opposi- 
tion at the least sensitive spot. 

The wise man tells us in Proverbs 25:11, “A word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver.” Some have a gift for always saying the 
right thing at the right time. 

Searching the pages of the Bible, we see Esther employ tact to great 
advantage. She prepared a feast for the king and invited Haman to attend. 
Haman was the avowed enemy of the Jews. He planned to kill every 
Israelite who lived in Persia, even the women and children. Queen Esther 
showed great strength of character as she tactfully waited to tell the king 
what her desire was. She invited proud Haman to another banquet. When 
the time was right, she pointed the finger of accusation and said, “. . . The 
adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman . .. .” (Esther 7:6). 


Patience 

For a study on the patience of God, we look to His promise to the 
Amalekites. In Genesis 17:14 we hear Him say, “... J will utterly put out 
the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” 

One hundred years passed, 200 years, 300 — and still the Amalekites 
pursued their campaigns of hostility. Four hundred and three years 
passed before God make good His promise. In 1 Samuel 15:2 we read, 
“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel...” 
He then tells King Saul to utterly destroy them all. 

James instructs Christians to “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord...” (James 5:7), He had earlier told us that, “... the 
trying [testing] of your faith worketh patience” (James 1:3). 

We know that to have good children, we must work patiently with 
them. Even the prettiest flowers and the best music require diligent, patient 
work. 

Let us so live that we may say with the little girl who introduced our 
study, “There’s a little bit of sugar inside.” T 


Tis esa is the wife of a gospel preacher and lives in Lobelville, Tennessee, 
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Have you ever been in a situa- No doubt this is the reason we see 
tion in life where you simply shout- _ foolish, evil actions being repeated 
ed, “Help, Lord!”? David the over and over again in the lives of 
Psalmist did so, saying, “Help, some individuals. 





Lord, for the godly man ceases to So, the righteous cries out, 
be. For the “Help, Lord!”, 
faithful dis- and then 
appear from he remem- 
among the bers the 
sons of men” many 
(Psalm Biblical 
12:1). passages 

Man’s | assuring 
sinful condi- phim that 
tion today God has 
makes one never for- 
want to cry saken the 
out those righteous, 
same words. such pas- 


The righteous are at times discour- _ sages as Isaiah 41:10-14. 
aged when wickedness prevails Just as God heard and helped 
among men. It is disheartening Jacob and the men of Israel, let us 
when men of spiritual stature are be of good courage and know that, 
swept along with the flow of an evil _ today if the righteous will cry out, 
society and fail to walk upright. “Help, Lord!”, God will uphold 
When the children of light fail to them with that same right hand of 
walk in that light, man’s future righteousness. We must grow and 
appears dark and threatening. develop spiritually. Each Christian 
Where are the “Davids” of our has the individual responsibility to 
day who cry out, “Help, Lord!”? mature in Christ. Where are the 
Shakespeare once said, “The com- great men of God today who will 
mon curse of mankind — folly and cry out, “Help, Lord!” and wait for 
ignorance.” The folly of man is the Lord’s mighty hand to deliver 
great in the earth today, and itcon- them? ? 
demns those engaging in it. The 
wise man wrote, “Like a dog that Demar Elam is Director of World 
returns to its vomit, is a fool who Missions at Southern Christian 


: University in Montgomery, Alabama, 
repeats his folly” (Proverbs 26:11). U.S.A. 
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Mark Hall 


ag, The most beautiful piece of music I have 
EA ever heard is Brahms’ Requiem. A requiem is a 
composition dedicated to someone after death, to 
commemorate the meaning of the person’s life and to 
wish him peace. Brahms’ Requiem, the composer said, 
was written for all of mankind, and the words are taken 
from Isaiah 40:6-8. It reads: 

A voice says, “Call out.” 

Then he answered, “What shall I call out?” 

All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of 

the field. 

The grass withers, and the flower fades, 

When the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

Surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers and the flower fades, 

But the word of the Lord stands forever. 

The music Brahms wrote is extraordinary and so majestic. The chorus 
sings with great feeling, and the harmony is flawless. When I listen, I think 
to myself, “The singing in heaven must be closer to this than anything else I 
have heard on this earth.” 

The requiem, as a form of music composition, is more or less a thing of 
the past, because it was generally written for royalty. As I think about the 
greatest King who ever lived — Jesus — and all of the songs we sing to 
Him and about Him, I’m left wondering how one would begin to write a 
requiem that would be worthy of the Master? If one could assemble all the 
composers in the world and have them write the grandest scores that had 
ever been written, would they be adequate? If one could hire every orches- 
tra in the world to play the finished music, would that do Him justice? If 
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every person on the face of the earth 
joined in to sing this masterpiece, 
could their voices be beautiful 
enough or their harmony perfect 
enough to properly honor the King? 

Brahms’ Requiem was written 
in German. In which language 
would we write our tribute? We 
sing a song from our hymn books 
which says, “What language shall I 
borrow to thank thee, dearest 
Friend?” Clearly, the message in 
these words is that there is no lan- 
guage that can adequately express to 
Jesus the thanks in our hearts. No 
language in the world has words 
that are beautiful enough or that 
could really convey the meaning 
behind the thoughts. 

It becomes obvious that writing 
a requiem is not the proper medium 
for expressing our thanks for what 
Christ has done for us. How can we 
respond to this love He has shown? 
Micah 6:6-8 reads as follows: 


With what shall I come to the 
Lord 

And bow myself before the 
God on high? 

Shall I come to Him with burnt 
offerings, 

With yearling calves? 

Does the Lord take delight in 
thousands of rams, 

In ten thousand rivers of oil? 

Shall I present my first-born 
for my rebellious acts, 

The fruit of my body for the sin 


of my soul? 

He has told you, O man, what 
is good; 

And what does the Lord 
require of you 

But to do justice, to love kind- 
ness, 

And to walk humbly with your 
God? 

And in John 14:15 Jesus 
explains, “If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments.” 

These verses demonstrate that it 
is our hearts which God wants, our 
inward obedience rather than just 
outward expressions that are some- 
times empty of meaning. This is 
true obedience — and the highest 
praise we can offer our Creator. 

“What language shall I borrow, 
to thank thee, dearest Friend?” The 
language of obedience. T 


Mark Hall is a pediatric-missionary, 
currently working as Assistant 


Professor and pediatric clinical doctor 
for Texas Tech ath belat Health 
Sciences Center In Lubbock, 

U.S.A. 
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Broken Dreams 


As children bring their broken toys 

With tears for us to mend, 

| brought my broken dreams to 
God 

Because He was my 
friend. 





But then instead of 
leaving Him 

In peace to work 
alone 

| hung around and 
tried to help 

With ways that 
were my Own. 


At last | snatched 
them back 

And cried, "How can 
You be so slow?" 

"My child,” He said, 
"What could | do? 

You never did let go." 


— Anonymous 
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The Chastian Home 


Harvey Porter 


It is interesting that the Bible 
has so much to say about the home, 
husband and wife, rearing children, 
loving each other, and having a 
good life. The problem is that many 
will not seek this instruction, and 
many who know what it says will 
not follow it because of selfishness 
and disregard for God’s authority. 

I recently read the following 
words from a fine Christian teacher 
and preacher: “Beautiful is the mar- 
riage of Christians, two who are one 
in hope, one in desire, one in the 
way of life they follow, one in the 
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religion they practice. They are 
both servants of the same Master. 
Nothing divides them, either in 
flesh or in spirit. They are two in 
one flesh, and where there is one 
flesh there is also one spirit. They 
pray together, they worship togeth- 
er; instructing one another, strength- 
ening one another. Side by side 
they visit God’s church; side by side 
they face difficulties and persecu- 
tion, share their consolations.” It 
was written by Tertullian in the 
third century after Christ. 

The amazing thing about the 
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Word of God is that it is timeless. It 
is never out of date. The twentieth 
century home still needs what the 
third century home needed. The 
Bible teaches that one man and one 
woman, by love and purpose, are 
joined together for life before God. 
This was His plan. The man is the 
head of the home in the same loving 
manner that Jesus is the head of His 
church. The wife submits to the 
husband as the church submits to 
Christ (Ephesians 5:21-32). Child- 
ren obeyed their parents in the Lord 
in New Testament times as in Old 
Testament times (Ephesians 6:1-3). 
And parents were loving and con- 
siderate in bringing up their children 
(Ephesians 6:4). 

God planned the home for our 
good and for our fulfillment. There 
are no unreasonable demands. Love 
is at the center of the home. 
Authority is basic to any relation- 
ship. Everyone cannot do “his own 
thing.” All have to love, honor, and 
respect one another. They commu- 
nicate, they give in to one another, 
they reconcile, they conciliate. 
They respect God’s authority, the 
parent’s authority, the father’s 
authority. 

There is no relationship devoid 
of problems. Where humans are 
concerned we will have problems. 
As humans, we have problems with 
God, but let it be remembered that 
God is always right. While He is 
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patient and kind toward us, we must 
always bend our will to His will. If 
every home in trouble would seek 
God’s will for their marriage and 
children, there would be no separa- 
tions, single-parent homes, dis- 
turbed children, and hurt loved 
ones. It takes time and real effort to 
work out marital problems, but God 
has the solutions if we are willing to 
follow them. If the Bible is not the 
solution, then what have we that 
will work? I have known those who 
would not follow what God says. 
They broke up the home. They 
went separate ways. They lost 
money, health insurance for the 
children, and it takes twice the 
amount to maintain two households. 
They broke the hearts of their chil- 
dren and the hearts of family mem- 
bers who loved both of them. They 
had personal misery in the process; 
some had emotional breakdowns. 
And, I have heard many say after 
having married a second or third 
time, “I wish I had worked it out the 
first time!” 

Tertullian was right when he 
wrote, “Side by side they visit 
God’s church; side by side they face 
difficulties and persecution, and 
share their consolations.” Let’s all 


try it! ? 


Harvey Porter preaches for the 
Montgomery Boulevard ate ara 
In Albuquerque, New Mexico, U. S. A. 
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Jennie Cariaga 


God, in His infinite wisdom, created man with a need not only for his 
Maker, but for a companion and spiritual partner on earth as well. Thus 
woman was provided for man: “Therefore a man leaves his father and his 
mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24) 
It was God’s design from the very beginning for man and woman to live 
together as husband and wife. 

Today, thousands of years later, it is still God’s design for men and 
women to marry and begin new families, and within that design God has a 
specific plan for each individual family member. As Christian wives, we 
ought to be concerned about our role within the family. How does God wish 
and expect Christian women to behave? What is God’s message for the 
Christian wife? 


The Christian Wife Belongs fo Fler Husband 


The apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians chapter 7 that “each man 
should have his own wife and each woman her own husband” (verse 2), and 
that each should respect each other’s rights and wishes. Then he explains, 
“For the wife does not rule over her own body, but the husband does; like- 
wise, the husband does not rule over his own body, but the wife does.” In 
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other words, you both literally belong to one another: you belong to your 
husband, and he belongs to you. Therefore, we should be giving to our hus- 
bands, and understanding of their needs. 


The Christian Wife Treasures Her Marriage 


Paul writes further in verse 10 of 1 Corinthians 7 that “the wife should 
not separate from her husband.” It has never been God’s will that a hus- 
band and wife should part ways or break up the family that they have creat- 
ed. Jesus himself admonished us, “What therefore God has joined together, 
let not man put asunder.” (Matthew 19:6) As Christian wives, we must bear 
in mind that God sanctified our marriage, and it is a holy union that we 
should not treat lightly. It is something to be treasured and cultivated, not 
tossed aside or destroyed. 


The Christian Wife Sfays with An Unbeliever 


But what about those wives who find themselves bound to a man who 
does not share their faith? Are they to do the same as those who are married 
to Christians? Paul addresses this problem in verse 13 of 1 Corinthians 7, 
saying, “Jf any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents 
to live with her, she should not divorce him.” Even this union is sanctified 
by God through the believing partner, and should not be put asunder unless, 
according to Paul, “the unbelieving partner desires separation.” (verse 15) 


The Christian Wife Teaches through Her Actions 


There are many reasons why God desires such a marriage to continue, 
and Paul states one of these clearly in verse 16 of 1 Corinthians 7: “Wife, 
how do you know whether you will save your husband?” It is very possible 
that a husband who is not faithful will be converted, not so much by nagging 
or insisting, but by observing his wife’s Christian behavior. The apostle 
Peter also stresses this point in 1 Peter 3:1,2 when he writes, “Likewise you 
wives, be submissive to your husbands, so that some, though they do not 
obey the word, may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 
when they see your reverent and chaste behavior.” 


The Ghristian Wi life Js Submissive to Hter Hasband 


This reverent and chaste behavior should dominate the life of a 
Christian wife, regardless of the beliefs of her husband. The apostle Paul 
says in Ephesians 5:21,22 “Be subject to one another out of reverence for 
Christ. Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord.” And again in 
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verse 24, “As the church is subject to Christ, so let wives also be subject in 
everything to their husbands.” Our love and reverence for Christ should 
lead us to a submissive and respectful relationship with our husbands, not 
because we are inferior to or have less value than they, but because they are 
the head of the family, just as Christ is the head of the church. A husband 
has God-given authority which it is wrong for a wife to try to usurp. 


The Christian Wife Ts Faithful. to Her Husband 


Not only should we be reverent towards our spouses, but we should 
behave respectfully. We are told in Hebrews 13:4, “Let marriage be held in 
honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for God will judge 
the immoral and adulterous.” If we have the true respect for our husband 
that God wishes, we will never consider being flirtatious or unfaithful. It is 
a sin against the husband, and a sin against God. Certainly a Christian wife 
should avoid such conduct, especially if she wants to win an unbelieving 
partner to the Lord. 


Gonclusion: What Js a Good Wife? 


King Solomon summarized the qualities of a good wife in the last chap- 
ter of Proverbs, and I will let his closing remarks be my closing remarks. 
“Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. 
She opens her mouth with wisdom, and kindness is on her tongue. She looks 
well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises 
her: ‘Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all,’ charm 
is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be 
praised.” (Proverbs 31:25-30) This is what God desires of a Christian wife: 
respect, submissiveness, and faithfulness, both to her husband and to God. ? 


Jennie Carlaga is the wife of Salvador ee They live in Lapu Lapu City, 
Mctan Island, and Salvador preaches In Cebu City, Philippines. 
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EVERY LIVING THING must be cultivated — tended — or it wastes 
away from neglect and dies. Marriages are living things, and they must be cul- 
tivated day by day or they will wither from neglect and eventually die. 

Many marriages are like many gardens — full of weeds and briars, a few 
good things growing in hard ground. 

But, ah! the marriage that is tended daily with love and thoughtfulness 
— that nears the perfection of happiness, planned first in the mind of God! 

— Betty Burton Choate 
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Mariage 
Life 


Hans J. Dederscheck 


At the very beginning of the 
Bible we read, “And God said, Let 
us make man in our image, after our 
likeness...” (Genesis 1:26). “So 
God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him, 
male and female created he them” 
(Genesis 1:27). When God created 
man and woman He blessed them 
and said, “Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth...” (Genesis 
1:28). “And the Lord said, It is not 
good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him an help meet for 
him” (Genesis 2:18). Jesus Christ 
insists on the oneness of marriage. 
“For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave 
to his wife: and they twain shall be 
one flesh . . . What therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder” (Matthew 19:4-6). 
Marriage is an essential element of 
God’s creation 

Marriage in the Bible is seen in 
a very positive way. “A virtuous 
woman is a crown of her husband’ 
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(Proverbs 12:4). Marriage is able to 
produce a happy life (Proverbs 
31:10-31). The Song of Solomon is 
filled with the beauty of marriage, 
the love between a man and his 
wife. Proverbs 5:18 says, “Rejoice 
with the wife of thy youth.” 

Marriage is a great mystery in 
the sense that it ought to reflect the 
union between Jesus Christ and His 
church (Ephesians 5:22,23). The 
Bible teaches that marriage is strict- 
ly monogamous (having only one 
mate), for Jesus Christ has and can 
have only one bride. A second mar- 
riage is possible if the first mate 
dies (Romans 7:2,3; 1 Corinthians 
7:39), but “only in the Lord.” A 
second marriage is also a possibility 
in cases of fornication. God intends 
for marriages to last. “What God 
has joined together let no man put 
asunder” (Matthew 19:6). 

The married couple form a unit 
of oneness, a reflection of Christ’s 
unity with the Christian. Christ is 
the head of His body, the church 
(Ephesians 5:22-33); the man is the 
head of the woman (1 Corinthians 
11:3; 1 Timothy 2:9-15). However, 
the husband performs his role, not 
as a dictator, but as one who loves 
his wife (Ephesians 5:33; Colos- 
sians 3:19). T 


Hans J. Dederscheck is an evangelist 
In Vienna, Austria. 
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The Rod In 
Proverbs 


Dayton Keesee 


In an age of child abuse on the 
one hand and neglected discipline 
on the other, some consider the rod 
in Proverbs an outdated idea for 
child rearing. Take a close look 
through this article and see if you 
would agree. 

The solution as to Solomon’s 
words about the rod is to under- 
stand, not misapply, them. Note 
that Solomon wrote that a father 
who “loves” his son “disciplines” 
him “diligently” (Proverbs 13:24). 
The hand holding that rod is related 
to a heart that loves (Hebrew Aheb 
— “to love as one’s own soul, to 
breathe after, desire”) and disci- 
plines (Hebrew Musar — includes 
correction, admonition, example, 
instruction). That discipline is done 
diligently (Hebrew Shachar — “to 
seek, carefully prepares chastise- 
ment, to long after”). Would that 
rod in that hand and from that heart 
ever be guilty of child abuse? 
Never! What a beautiful God-guid- 
ed example of discipline Solomon 
gave to us. 


so 


Remember that the rod is still 
in God’s word. In Proverbs 22:15 
that rod will remove “foolishness” 
(Hebrew Ivveleth — “impiety, 
power, pre-eminence of fools”) that 
is bound up in the heart of a child. 
Removed by this “rod of correction” 
is a spirit of no respect for property 
or principles. Does our society still 
need that rod? Unless it offers cor- 
rection, that is not the rod Solomon 
has given. 

Proverbs 23:13f goes even fur- 
ther to state that we should not hold 
back discipline, adding “if you beat 
him with the rod, you would ‘deliv- 
er’ (Hebrew Natsal — “to snatch 
out of danger, to escape’) his soul.” 
When you apply the rod so that it 
snatches a child out of danger, is 
that a bad method of discipline? 

In Proverbs 29:15 the rod is 
blended with “reproof” (Hebrew 
Tokachath — “the act of arguing, 
showing, maintaining the right, pos- 
itive in assertions, correction, pun- 
ishment”) to give wisdom. The fail- 
ure to use the rod with reproof is 
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seen as Solomon adds, “but a child 
who gets his own way brings shame 
to his mother.” What a price is paid 
when a parent is left with that 
“shame” (Hebrew Bosh — “aston- 
ished, confounded, put to silence, 
paleness and terror, to fail in hope 
and expectation, overwhelmed with 
unexpected calamity”). The rod and 
reproof that can avoid those 
heart-wrenching emotions is not 
only needed, but an imperative! 

When you have the rod in a 
hand that corrects, through words 
of reproof that give wisdom out of 
a heart of love, surely God through 
Solomon has supplied us with good 
guidelines for discipline. 

Haim Ginott made this observa- 
tion: “Whatever grandfather did 
was done with authority: whatever 
we do is done with hesitation. Even 
when in error, grandfather acted 
with certainty. Even when in the 
right, we act with doubt.” Those 
responses inspired some unknown 
writer to pen the following poem: 


We Need More 
Grandpas 


Junior bit the meter man 

Junior hit the cook; 

Junior’s anti-social now 
(According to the book); 

Junior smashed the clock and lamp, 
Junior hacked the tree; 
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(Destructive trends are treated 
In chapters two and three). 


Junior tossed his shoes and socks 
Out into the rain; 

(Negation, that is normal — 
Disregard the strain). 

Junior set Dad’s shirt on fire, 
Whittled Grandpa’s pine; 

(That’s to gain attention, 

See page eighty-nine). 


Grandpa seized a slipper, 

And yanked Junior cross his knee; 
He’s read nothing but the Bible 
Since 1893! 


Apply Solomon’s suggestions 
to Junior, and he will grow up to be 
a better boy! t 


Dayton Keesee preaches for the 
Eastside congregation in Midwest 
City, Oklahoma, U. S. A. 


KDHE 
Parents need to 
discipQine their children 
when they are young so 
they will discipline 
themselves when they 
are grown. 
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God had said of Abraham that 
he was the kind of faithful man who 
would “command his children and 
his household after him, that they 
may keep the way of the Lord, to do 
righteousness and justice, that the 
Lord may bring to Abraham what 
He has spoken to him [that ‘T will 
make you a great nation... and in 
you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.’]” (Genesis 18:19, 
12:2,3) 

Abraham’s son, Isaac, was 
faithful to God. He had two sons, 
Jacob and Esau. Esau chose to 
marry women who were not believ- 
ers in God, so his descendants fell 
under that influence of paganism. 
Genesis 26:35 says of Esau’s idola- 
trous wives, “They were a grief of 
mind to Isaac and Rebekah.” In 
Genesis 27:46, Rebekah said to 
Isaac, “I am weary of my life 
because of the daughters of Heth 
(her pagan daughters-in-law); if 
Jacob takes a wife of the daughters 
of Heth, like these who are the 
daughters of the land, what good 
will my life be to me?” 

Rebekah recognized the need 
for marriage and the home to be 
built on faith in God, in the heart of 
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the wife as well as the husband. 
What an important factor this has 
been throughout history, and how 
wise parents would be today to 
teach their children to choose mates 
only among those of like-faith. 

Because of Rebekah’s insis- 
tence, Jacob was sent to Haran, to 
his uncle’s house. There he met 
Rachel, his cousin, and a worship- 
per of the true God. He loved her 
immediately, and with such a deep 
love that he agreed to work seven 
years for her, “... and they seemed 
but a few days to him because of the 
love he had for her.” (Genesis 
29:20) At the end of that time, 
Laban tricked Jacob and gave him 
his older daughter in marriage 
instead of Rachel. 

God’s plan for marriage from 
the beginning of creation had been 
‘one woman for one man’. 
Concerning Adam and Eve and 
marriage, God had said, “Therefore 
a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh.” 
(Genesis 2:24) 

Contrary to God’s will, in those 
days it had become a common prac- 
tice for men to take more than one 
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wife. This was evidently tolerated 
by God at that time, though He 
never spoke approval of it. In the 
case of Jacob, Jacob had loved and 
chosen Rachel, and evidently would 
have married only her. For seven 
years he had kept himself true to his 
commitment to her. In all good 
faith he had gone through the mar- 
riage, believing his bride was 
Rachel. But, “Zt came to pass in the 
morning, that behold, it was Leah. 
And he said to Laban, ‘What is this 
you have done to me? Was it not 
for Rachel that I served you? Why 
then have you deceived me?’” 

Laban explained that it was not 
their custom for the younger daugh- 
ter to marry before the elder. He 
suggested that he would also give 
Rachel to Jacob — if he would 
work for her seven more years! 
Jacob’s love was so great that he 
agreed to Laban’s suggestion. 

What happened as a result of 
this practice of polygamy? Were 
they a large happy family? No, we 
read that Jacob “loved Rachel more 
than Leah.” (Genesis 29:30) 
Naturally this was so, since Rachel 
had been his choice. But this 
caused jealousy. Leah, who was not 
loved, gave birth to a son. She 
named him Reuben, saying, “The 
Lord has surely looked on my afflic- 
tion. Now therefore, my husband 
will love me.” Her statement shows 
her misery at being an unloved wife. 
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Leah gave birth to a second son, and 
she said “Because the Lord has 
heard that I am unloved. He has 
therefore given me this son also.” 
(Genesis 29:33) 

“Rachel envied her sister, and 
said to Jacob, ‘Give me children, or 
else I die!’” (Genesis 30:1) Such 
pain and emotional torment we read 
in the words of these sisters! 

With the passing years both 
women gave their handmaids to 
Jacob, claiming as their own the 
children born to them. This, too, 
was a practice of that age. Finally 
Rachel gave birth to Joseph, who 
became Jacob’s favorite child. At 
last, Rachel died giving birth to 
Jacob’s last son, Benjamin. 

What had the mixture of 
polygamy, jealousy, favoritism, and 
competition done in the lives of 
Jacob, Leah, Rachel, and their thir- 
teen children? Did it bring happi- 
ness or pain? What effect did these 
wives have on their husband’s life? 
How did they influence their chil- 
dren? 

Though these things happened 
in another age, reading the biblical 
narratives in the latter chapters of 
the book of Genesis, we can feel the 
strong emotions. We can almost see 
their tears. We can learn from their 
mistakes that God’s way is best. 


Betty Burton Choate Is the wife of J. 
C. Choate, Editor-in-Chief of The 
Volce of Truth international. 


Supply the 
missing 
information 
from the 
gospel of 
John, chap- 
ter six. 


1. Agreat followed Jesus. (V. 2) 


2. Can you locate the other three accounts of the 
miracle of the feeding of the five thousand? 


3. When people saw that Jesus had multiplied the five 
loaves and two fishes to be enough food to feed the mul- 
titude, what did they say? (V. 14) 


4. The people would have done what? (V. 15) 


5. When Jesus approached the disciples, walking on the waters of the 
Sea of Galilee, what did He say to them? (V. 20) 


6. Why did the crowds look for Jesus? (V. 26) 


7. What is to be our greatest concern: (1) food for the body; (2) food 
for the soul? (V. 27) 


8. “This is the of , that you in whom 
He sent.” (V. 29) 


9. The true bread from Heaven is . (V. 33,34) 
10. Why did Jesus come from Heaven? (V. 38) 


11. When Jesus said that He Himself was the bread of life, what ques- 
tion did the people ask? (V. 42) 


12. “Therefore who has and from 
the Father .” (V. 45) 


13. Read Matthew 26:26-29 and 1 Corinthians 114:23-29. What do these 
passages tell us about Jesus’ statements regarding eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood? (V. 51-58) 
14, Did Christians in the first-century church eat the Lord's Supper regu- 
larly? (Acts 20:7) 
15. As is true today, because of lack of understanding, many followers 
left Jesus after hearing these words, remarking, “This is __ 
eo Ey et ” (VB) 
16. Jesus asked the disciples, “Do you also want to go away?” What 
did Peter answer? (V. 68,69) 

[See inside of back cover for answers.] 








CHRISTIANITY IN ACTION 


A Bible Study 
About Jesus 


Kerry Holton 


We care about our lost friends. We do not want them to suffer eternal 
condemnation. We would like to begin a Bible study with them. But where 
do we start? How about telling the story of Jesus? Just proclaim the 
Gospel! What follows is a recommended outline. Just read the Scriptures 
together and ask questions as you go. 


Jesus was born of a virgin (Matthew 1:18-25). 

He is the Son of God (Matthew 3:13-17). 

He performed miracles (Matthew 1:2-6; John 20:30, 31). 

He turned water into wine (John 2:1-11). He has power over nature. 

He healed an official’s son (John 4:46-54). He has power over space 
and time. 

He healed a crippled man (John 5:2-18). He has power over disease. 

He fed five thousand (John 6:1-15). He has power to supply man’s 
needs. 





He walked on the Sea of Galilee (John 6:16-21). He has power over 
nature. 
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He healed a man born blind (John 9). He has power over physical senses. 

He raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-53). He has power over 
death. 

He lived a sinless life (Hebrews 4:14-16). 

He was crucified (Matthew 27:27-54). 

He was raised from the dead (Matthew 28:1-10). 

He was taken into heaven (Acts 1:6-11). 

He is coming back for His followers (Acts 1:11; John 14:1-3). 


After we introduce our friends to Jesus, it is time to talk about other 
subjects. We will want to demonstrate how the Bible is our only guide and 
authority in religion. We will need to discuss our sin problem, the judgment 
to come, and how Jesus became our substitute when He paid the penalty for 
sin on the cross. We must talk about obedience, faith, repentance, confes- 
sion, and baptism. This is how God has prescribed that we accept His offer 
of salvation. We’ll want to study about the church, worship, and Christian 
living. But before we talk about these essentials, let’s talk about Jesus. 
“And every day in the temple and at home they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:42). ? 


Kerry Hoiton is a preacher of the Gospel In Yukon, Oklahoma, U. S. A. 
ug 


“Men Have Forgotten God" 


“While | was still a child, | recall hearing a number of older people offer 
the following explanation for the great disasters that had befallen 
Russia: ‘Men have forgotten God .. .' Since then | have spent well-nigh 
fifty years working on the history of our revolution . . . . | have read hun- 
dreds of books . . . hundreds of personal testimonies . . . and con- 
tributed eight volumes of my own toward the effort of clearing away 
the rubble left by that upheaval. But if | were asked today to formulate 
. . . the main cause of the rinous revolution that swallowed up some 
sixty million of our people, | (would) repeat: ‘Men have forgotten Godl’ 
That's why all this has happened. | myself see Christianity today as the 
only living spiritual force capable of undertaking the spiritual healing of 
Russia.” 
Aleksander Soizhenitysn in a 1983 address. 
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CHRISTIANITY IN ACTION 


Our Chief 


Work 


David Pharr 


It is the mission of the church 
to preach the gospel to the whole 
world. As a member of the 
church you have a part in this 
mission. 

Read Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 
16:15,16; and Luke 24:47. These 
passages have often been called “the 
great commission” because they 
give Christ’s great order that the 
Gospel is to be taken to all people. 

It is obvious that the church in 
modern times is failing to accom- 
plish this. Regardless of what our 
excuses might be, it is certain that 
all is not being done that needs to be 
done. This should cause us all to 
have greater zeal that the church 
might move forward in evangelism 
at home and abroad. 

The seriousness of failing to 
teach others was recognized by the 
apostle Paul when he wrote, “Woe 
is me, if I preach not the gospel!” (A 
Corinthians 9:16). But the apostles 
and public speakers were not the 
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only Christians involved in preach- 
ing. In Acts 8:1-4 we read that the 
members of the church were driven 
from their homes by persecution, 
but verse 4 tells us that “they that 
were scattered abroad went every- 
where preaching the word.” This 
indicates that they were all involved 
in telling others about Christ. 

Acts 20:20 tells of preaching 
that was done “publicly, and from 
house to house.” There are many 
ways in which the Gospel might be 
spread to large numbers at once 
(papers, radio, television, etc.), but 
there will always be a great need for 
individual Christians to teach others 
on the personal level. 

In the New Testament there is 
great emphasis on the growth of the 
church. (See Acts 2:41,47; 4:4; 
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we can about how to teach 
others so that we will be pre- 
yt pared when opportunities do 
arise. 

The church should always 
be an evangelistic church. 
This means that the members 
should have evangelistic zeal. 
Each of us enjoys the bless- 
Q_ ing of salvation in Christ. 
7 Wi R \ We were given the opportu- 

nity to learn the Lord’s will 
5:14.) Today we should all be for our lives. Now it is our duty to 
involved in working for the growth do what we can to share the Gospel 
of the church. We should all pray _-with relatives, friends, neighbors, 
for growth. We should all rejoice every person in the whole world. 
every time a precious soul is added Remember to pray for every 
to the body of Christ. soul-winning effort. Pray for mis- 
Everyone does not have the _ sionaries. Pray for all local efforts 
same talent or training. You should to teach in homes. Pray for preach- 
not feel guilty because you do not ers who publicly proclaim the 
have all the capabilities that others Gospel. Pray for lost people you 
have. For example, everyone can- are seeking to reach. Pray for your- 
not go to foreign lands as missionar- _ self, that you will never lose your 
ies; but others can stay at home and zeal and that you will be effective in 
provide financial support. All can- bringing others to Christ. 
not preach from the pulpit; but they Whether you personally 
can support and encourage those know them or not, you should 
who do. A husband may go out to pray for the dedicated men and 
teach in homes while the wife stays | women who are working as mis- 
at home to keep the children. She is _ sionaries around the world. Pray 
helping in the preaching of the that more will accept the chal- 
Gospel by making it possible for lenge and that the brotherhood 
him to go. The point is, the work is will support and encourage 
accomplished by the cooperation of them. ? 


each doing what is needed. 
8 David Pharr is Director of East 


It is important, however, for Tennessee School of Preaching in 
each one of us to learn as much as_— Knoxville, Tennessee, U. S. A. 





CHRISTIANITY IN ACTION 


Jesus And Flis Preaching 


Clarence DeLoach, Jr. 


When Jesus began His ministry, He “came preaching.” We should 
study carefully His preaching as our role model. 

Jesus’ preaching was not just a presentation of propositional truth. His 
content was truth that man needed to know to be free (John 8:32). But fol- 
low Him closely and you will see that His message was people-oriented. It 
was not just a string of theological propositions. 

He preached wherever people were, including: (1) the temple court 
(Matthew 21:23); (2) synagogues (Matthew 4:23); (3) and through all the 
towns and villages (Matthew 11:1). He preached in Galilee and Judea and 
in Gentile territory. But wherever He preached, His messages were shaped 
to the needs and situations of His hearers. 

He went where the people were. A meal in a home provided an oppor- 
tunity to share great insights into life. Some audiences were composed of 
multitudes, but most of His teaching was where two or three were gathered. 
He walked on busy roads and down village paths. He went to those that 
society wanted to forget. He never went to a place to advertise a meeting 
and send invitations. He went to people, and the common folk heard Him 
gladly. He went to the work place and called people right off the job. Peter 
and Andrew were fishing, and Matthew was gathering taxes. 

Jesus identified with people. Since Jesus was a carpenter from a small 
town, the ordinary people found it easy to identify with Him. He knew and 
understood the hurts they experienced. He moved among them with a keen 
eye and a listening ear. He heard their pain, fear, and desires. He heard the 
plea of mothers, fathers, and friends. He disputed with religious leaders, 
talked to women, and even ate with sinners. 

Jesus was a people person. He demonstrated respect and compassion 
for humanity. He never sought to manipulate or exploit any person. Jesus 
took risks that endeared Him to some, marked Him as foolish to others, and 
made Him appear as a courageous teacher to yet others. 

So, His preaching was not just propositional, It was also relational. 
Let’s emulate His example and be committed to truth, and also be 
people-oriented. T 


Clarence DeLoach, Jr. preaches for the Walnut Street church In Dickson, 
Tennessee, U.S. A. 
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i yvdia’s Open Heart 


Maxie B. Boren 





Recorded in Acts 16:13-15 is 
the conversion of a woman by the 
name of Lydia. The apostle Paul 
(with Silas, Luke, and Timothy 
accompanying him) had gone to the 
city of Philippi on his second mis- 
sionary journey, for the purpose of 
preaching the Gospel of Christ. 
While there, on the sabbath day, 
Paul and his companions went down 
by a riverside to pray. Some 
women had also gathered there, 
including a lady by the name of 
Lydia. She was from the city of 
Thyatira; and, being a seller of pur- 
ple goods, was evidently in Philippi 
on business. A believer in God, she 
had apparently become acquainted 
with other believers; and, in their 
company, had gone to this place of 
prayer. It was there that she and the 
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others met Paul and his helpers, and 
obviously listened as the Gospel 
was taught. 

Upon hearing the message of 
salvation so graciously offered by 
God through Jesus Christ, the Bible 
informs us that the Lord “opened” 
her heart to give heed. As a result 
of her receiving the Word, she was 
baptized, as was her household. 

Some theologians have mistak- 
enly interpreted the opening of 
Lydia’s heart to mean that in some 
direct, overpowering fashion, God 
arbitrarily did the “opening,” inde- 
pendent of Lydia’s will. This, how- 
ever is a false conclusion. The truth 
of the matter is that Lydia herself 
was responsive to the will of God as 
taught by Paul. Notice that verse 14 
clearly states that Lydia “heard” 
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what Paul and those with him had to 
say. Because of her receptive atti- 
tude to the Gospel, the Bible thus 
characterizes the Lord as having 
opened her heart. This should be 
understood in the same sense as the 
Bible telling us that God “hard- 
ened” the heart of Pharaoh. God 
did not harden Pharaoh’s heart inde- 
pendent of his will, but only as he 
hardened his own heart. (Read 
Exodus 7:3,13,14, in the light of 
Exodus 7:22; 8:15,32; 9:34, and 1 
Samuel 6:6). The principle is this: 
whoever hardens his/her own heart 
against God, the Almighty One has 
decreed that indeed such a person’s 
heart will be hardened! But on the 
other hand, whoever is receptive 
and responsive to opening up 
his/her heart to God and His will, 
such a person’s heart will be 
opened. Never does God arbitrar- 
ily and directly either “open” or 
“harden” a person’s heart indepen- 
dent of his/her own free will. 

Lydia was a person who wanted 
to do God’s will, and when she 
learned what His will was through 
the preaching of the Gospel by Paul 
and his companions, she was obedi- 
ent to it. She obeyed her Lord by 
being baptized. Read what Jesus 
taught in Matthew 28:18,19 and 
Mark 16:15,16. In that sense... as 
Lydia listened and heard (received) 
the Gospel, the Lord “opened” her 
heart. The principle is also seen in 
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such references as Matthew 7:7,8; 
Acts 13:44-46; Acts 17:11,12; 
James 4:6b-8; etc. If we will open 
our hearts to God, our hearts will be 
opened. If we draw near to Him, 
He will draw near to us. But if we 
harden our hearts toward God, our 
hearts will be hardened. If we turn 
our backs on Him and walk away 
from Him, He will “give us up” to 
that course of action. Read Romans 
1:20-28. T 


Maxie B. Boren is a gospel preacher 
living in Bedford, Texas, U. S. A. 


SH 


A Daily Prayer 


Dear God, I ask forgiveness 
For all the wrong I do. 

I know I am not worthy 
Of love bestowed by You. 


You strengthen and sustain me 
In time of my despair. 

You give me hope and courage 
In answer to my prayer. 


I know I am not perfect 
And cannot hope to be, 

But with Your great compassion 
I know that You love me. 


I thank you God with humble heart 
For all You give and do. 

There is no day that e’er goes by 
I do not kneel to You. 


~— Harold F. Mohn 


TEXTUAL STUDIES 


Let Us Not Harden 
Our Hearts 


Max Patterson 





In Exodus chapter 7 the story is 
told of how Pharaoh hardened his 


heart. There are three factors 
involved in the hardening of 
Pharaoh’s heart. First, there are the 
actions of God, Exodus 7:2. God 
made demands of Pharaoh with 
regard to allowing the children of 
Israel to leave Egypt that were 
against the political and financial 
interests of Egypt, and certainly 
against the pride of Pharaoh. 

A second factor involved in the 
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart is the 
Magicians. In imitating some of the 
plagues, they tried to destroy the 
force of God’s efforts to get 
Pharaoh to let the people go. 

A third factor is Pharaoh him- 
self. Rather than having an interest 
in justice, duty, and obedience to 
God, he was only interested in him- 
self and his wishes. 

Consider some of the com- 
mands of the Gospel, against which 
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many people today have hardened 
their hearts. 

1. Hearing the Word of God. 
When such is contrary toward our 
fleshly desires, we have a tendency 
to harden our hearts. If we study 
our own interests — money, plea- 
sure, power, popularity, etc. — the 
result will be the same as in the case 
of Pharaoh. 

2. Baptism for forgiveness. 
The Scriptures teach: “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved” (Mark 16:16). When we lis- 
ten to the preacher, or parents, or 
peers, rather than to the Word of 
God, it is easy to become hardened. 

3. Study the Scriptures. 
Under the guise of being too busy, 
or making a living, or whatever, we 
sometimes do not study. However, 
we cannot stand still. We either 
grow (2 Peter 3:18), or we become 
set in our own way (hardened). 

4. Preach the Gospel to the 
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Lost. So many in our day and time 
have excused themselves for not 
carrying the Gospel to the lost, and 

they have become deluded into He Loves Me 
thinking we do not need to, or do 
not have to. 


Will we follow in the steps of I’ve walked life’s dreary road alone, 
Pharaoh, or will we learn from his rere far oe atest 
: re) wished it w 
exemple (Romane tot : At times for death I cried. 
Max Patterson preaches for the 
ee church In Neosho, Missourl, There was no hope, no help, nor friend, 
<<Lo> —__—__ No one came to my aid. 
Why should I struggle on with life, 
| Tha N k Th ee Yet, death made me afraid. 
7 
One day as I sat pondering 
Lo r d The meaning of it all, 
I wondered, could there really be 
A God that I could call? 
| thank Thee, Lord, for all the things 
| take for granted every day. A God up there somewhere beyond 
Please help me show my gratitude pe fn ae ie me, 
: ; whom, up in prayer, 
IVEVEIYOING 1 aOiane say: From grief could set me free. 
The very air I’m breathing now, Then suddenly a song once sung 
the flowers, birds, and trees, Came drifting back to me. 
the beauty that surrounds us alll, That song I leamed on mother’s knee 
| thank Thee, Lord, for these. When I was only three. 
For all the friends and loved ones Ry nies a eee 
| met on life's pathway, This song came soft, then rang out 
and especially for Thy endless love, And filled my heart and soul! 


| thank Thee every day! 


— Harry B. Barton 


— Doris A. Orth 





TEXTUAL STUDIES 


Jesus Christ 
Intercedes For Us 


David W. Chadwell 





Paul’s above statement is one 


of the most powerful reassurances 
given Christians. If the two rhetori- 
cal questions are repeated in the 
form of statements, they declare: No 
one — in Satan’s realm or on earth 
— can bring charges against the 
person who is living in Christ. No 
one can condemn to hell the person 
who is living in Christ. 

Why is it impossible to charge 
the person living in Christ with evil 
or condemn him for sin? Is it 
because all people living in Christ 
are beyond sin? No! No Christian 
is sinless because he never sins. 
Even the most mature, devout 
Christians are never beyond sin. 
Despite our best efforts (and who 
lives daily in “his best efforts”?), we 
all continually sin. 

These two truths create an 
incredible situation. All of us sin 
continually. All of us are guilty of 
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spiritual failure that is deserving of 
“being charged.” If each of us were 
to be subjected to divine justice, we 
all justly would be condemned to 
hell. 

Yet, though we deserve to be 
“brought up on charges” before 
God, though it would be just for us 
to be condemned, God will not lis- 
ten to any charges brought against 
us. He will not permit justice to 
condemn us. He will not permit 
such to happen, as long as we con- 
tinue to live in Christ as His elect. 

How is that possible? It is pos- 
sible because God justifies us. As 
long as we continue to live in Christ 
with penitent hearts, God continual- 
ly cleanses us (1 John 1:7,9). God’s 
cleansing so totally destroys our 
sins that God looks upon forgiven 
sins as though they never happened. 

It is possible because Christ 
intercedes for us. God continually 
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forgives us because the crucified, 
resurrected Jesus constantly inter- 
cedes for us. Because we live in 
Him, He continually stands by God 
representing us. Every sin, every 
act of unrighteousness, every spiri- 
tual failure would deeply offend and 
insult our pure and holy God were it 
not for Jesus constantly interceding 
for us. 

Without Jesus’ continual work 
as our intercessor, no Christian 
could stand uncondemned before 
our pure, holy, righteous God. 
Every ignorant sin would deeply 
wound Him. Every act of rebellion 
and transgression would insult Him. 
Every time we chose pleasure, 
greed, or selfishness over devotion 


to godliness, sacrifice, and humble 
service, we would offend and abuse 
His love and grace. 

Only because we have put on 
Christ by being baptized into Christ, 
only because we live in Christ, can 
Christ intercede for us. Only 
because Christ intercedes for us are 
we forgiven by God. Only because 
God forgives can He look at us as 
though we have not sinned. The 
Jesus who bore our sins on the cross 
rescues us daily. “There is there- 
fore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 8:1). t 


David W. Chadwell is a preacher and 
writer in Oxford, Mississippi, U. S. A. 


Step by Step 


He does not lead me year by year, 
Nor even day by day; 


But step by step my path unfolds, 
My Lord directs my way. 


Tomorrow's plans | do not know; 
| only know this minute. 

But he will say, “This is the way, 
By faith now walk ye in it.” 


And | am glad that it is so, 
Today's enough to bear, 
And when tomorrow comes, his grace 
Shall far exceed its care. 


What need to worry then, or fret? 
The God who gave his Son 

Holds all my moments in his hand 
And gives them one by one. 


— Author unknown 
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Paul’s Principles of 
Christian Happiness 


William Woodson 





A recent study of the Letter to the Philippians gave occasion for a care- 
ful reading of this beautiful book. Many great themes are discussed within 
its pages. In chapter four, as Paul is concluding the book, several verses 
relate to the general theme of Christian steadfastness and rejoicing. It is 
beneficial to note these themes as a means of attaining and maintaining a 
sense of Christian happiness. The details can be noted in the verses cited in 
Philippians 4, The principles are as follows: 

«# The resolve of gentleness and forbearance (verse 5). A measure of 
self control and consideration for one’s self and others is involved in this 
word “moderation,” or “forbearance.” The nearness of our Lord is a basis 
for this grace of Christian outlook and conduct. 

# The practice of genuine prayer to avoid excessive anxiety (verse 6). 
Whether rendered “careful” or “anxious,” the thought is of concerns which 
are allowed to shatter the unity and wholeness of our soul. The four-fold 
expressions of prayer, supplication, thanksgiving, and requests provide 
avenues of approach to God, Who can and will provide. 

«# The claim of God’s peace for His people (verse 7). The word “keep” 
or “guard” indicates the power of God which is made available to and for 
the Christian heart and mind. God’s people are not alone and without 
strength in the facing of concerns and problems; indeed, God’s strength is 
there to help and protect them. 

« The guidance and control of one’s thoughts are to be in keeping with 
God’s will (verse 8). The specifics of the verse (truth, honesty, justice, puri- 
ty, beauty, honor, courage, and praise) provide “door keepers” for the kind 
of thoughts which will enter and fill the mind and heart. What is in keeping 
with these “door keepers” is welcomed; what is not in keeping with them is 
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refused. 

# The behavior which reflects proper instruction and examples is pre- 
sented to mankind (verse 9). One learns how to live from the guidance from 
the Lord and from good examples of others who model the Lord’s will in 
their lives. These qualities of life are learned and practiced in one’s own 
Christian life. 

« Other people are considered and assisted (verse 10). There is a legit- 
imate need to care and provide for one’s own needs, to be sure, but there is a 
danger of self-centeredness which can become obsessive. The balancing of 
one’s interest in and service to others with a legitimate care of one’s own 
needs is both restorative of happiness and a means of preserving happiness. 

« The learning of contentedness of mind and life (verse 11). The 
thought is that of an inner strength which has developed as one’s life ebbs 
and flows. Not every day will be joy; not every day will be sadness. The 
possession of a view of life which is positive, which is strong, which is 
aware of blessings past and present, enables this inner strength to prevail 
and guide life in the future. 

# Finally, one learns to rely on the grace of God (verse 23). There is a 
series of actions which are necessary on the part of the Christian, and rightly 
so. There is also the awareness that the love, mercy, and grace of God will 
be present in and for the life of the Christian. 

Other great principles of Christian steadfastness and courage in life are 
present in this remarkable chapter. The book itself is a beautiful expression 
of the faith and strength of soul of Paul, who, at the time of the writing, was 
in a Roman prison. Such a life as Paul’s and such great themes as this book 
provides are sources from which to draw for happiness and usefulness in 
God’s service. ? 


William Woodson teaches Bible at David Lipscomb University in Nashville, 


Tennessee, U.S. A. 
OH” 


TO MAKE A LIVING REQUIRES GETTING, 
TO MAKE A LIFE REQUIRES GIVING, 
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A Widow’s Faith 


2 Kings 4:1-7 


Frank Chesser 





She was a widow. The arms of strength that once held her now lay 
rigid and cold in death. His voice of love and affection had been silenced by 
the grim reaper of life. There was an empty chair at the table, a vacancy in 
her bed, and a deep void in her heart. The days stretched into forever and 
the nights were bathed in tears. There would be no togetherness in retire- 
ment years, no quiet walks at evening, no aged reminiscing of the days of 
youth. Who can measure the pain, the hurt, the aloneness of the loss of a 
mate? 

She was a widow in debt. There was no pension, no Social Security, no 
retirement account. She had no resources for the present, no savings for the 
future, and no means of quenching the avaricious thirst of her creditor. Not 
content to have just one of her sons, he threatened both with bondage as 
payment for her debt. 

She was a widow with children yet at home. At best, parenting is a dif- 
ficult and demanding experience. Even in a home blessed with both parents, 
the daily routine of child-rearing is not an easy task. Now she was alone, a 
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single parent striving to fulfill a dual role. Gone was the strong, masculine, 
fatherly influence so needed by her sons. Blessed are parents who live to 
see their children grown and on their own. 

She was a widow with great faith. She could have argued with the 
prophet. His proposed solution was so contrary to human wisdom. Instead, 
she proceeded immediately to act upon his word. That’s what faith is, tak- 
ing God at His word and doing what He says. No argument, no debate, no 
“T think, want, or wish,” just simple, childlike compliance with what God 
says. 

The stream of life does not always flow in the mold of human design. 
There is the unexpected, the unplanned for, the feared. However, the trials 
of life were no match for the resolute faith of the widow. Walking “in the 
steps of that faith of our father Abraham” (Romans 4:12), as did the widow, 
will allow the oil of divine blessing to continue on its unabated course. ? 


Frank Chesser preaches the Gospel of Christ in Jacksonville, Florida, U. S. A. 
CHE 


Grandma’s Glasses 


Two small boys were discussing eye glasses. 

“Wouldn't you hate to wear glasses?” one asked. 

“No,” answered the other, “not if I could have the kind my grand- 
ma wears! My mother says she can always see when folks are tired 
or discouraged or sad. She sees whenever somebody is in need and 
she can always recognize when you have something on your mind that 
you neéd to talk over. But best of all she can always see something 
good in everybody!” 

The little fellow continued: “Il asked my grandma one day how it 
was that she could see that way. She said it was because of the 
way she’s learned to look at things since she’s gotten older. So l’m 
sure it must be those glasses of hers!” 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all of us could see others through 
Grandma’s glasses? 

— Unknown 
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The D Door sor Widow's Mites 


Dick Sztanyo 


Introduction: Mark 12:41-44 

And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing 
how the multitude were putting money into the treasury; and many 
rich people were putting in large sums. And a poor widow came 
and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. And 
calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say unto 
you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the 
treasury; for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her 
poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.” 
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1. The various widows of the Bible present an interesting and inspiring 
study. There is the widow of Zarepheth, whose son Elijah raised (1 
Kings 17:8-24); the widow of Nain, whose son the Lord raised (Luke 
7:11-15). Then, there were the Grecian widows who were neglected in 
the daily distributions of the Jerusalem church (Acts 6:1-6). The persis- 
tent widow, whose persistence in prayer teaches us a most valuable les- 
son (Luke 18:1-8). Finally, there are the “widows indeed,” who are the 
unnamed special servants to the flock (1 Timothy 5:5,9-11). 

2. Another unnamed widow is introduced in this marvelous passage. Her 
example is recorded for all generations to consider and to imitate. 


I. Her Commendation 

A. She was less able to give than others. However, she was like so 
many other generous souls who have learned what it is to depend 
upon God from day to day. Those who are affluent may have great 
difficulty thanking God for daily bread. 

B. She gave less than others. Her two mites amounted to 2/5 of one 
cent, which is about 1/40 of the daily wages of a laborer in the 
ancient land of Palestine. Her example forever proves that the 
Lord, who knows our hearts (1 John 3:20), views our actions quali- 
tatively rather than quantitatively! 


II. Some Implications 
A. The Lord knows what we are giving! 
B. The best that we can do is always appreciated by God! 
C. She gave her all because she trusted in God’s ability to care for her! 
D. Christ commended the faithful widow, but condemned the faith- 


less rich! t 
Dick Sztanyo is a preacher In Huntsville, Alabama, U. S. A. 


Hone 
Owe, and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, shall they give into 
your bosom. csfor with what measure ye mete it shall be 
measured to you again” (uke 6:28) 
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Approaching Our 
High Priest 


Hebrews 4:15-16 
Cliff Stewart 


Introduction: 
1. Historical overview 
A. At the time the Book of Hebrews was written, the church stood at 
the threshold of major persecution. 
B. A strong Jewish element in the church was leading the Hebrew 
brethren toward apostasy (Hebrews 6:4-6; 10:23-29). 
C. Some were deserting their faith at the time they needed it most 
(Hebrews 10:35-39). 
2. Text Analyzed (Hebrews 4:15-16). 
A. We have an High Priest. 
B. Characteristics of this High Priest noted. 
C. Based upon these facts we should: 
1) Hold fast our profession. 
2) Draw near to our High Priest. 
I. Jesus is our High Priest: 
A. He fulfills many roles in the church: head of the body; king of the 
kingdom; high priest of the Temple. 
B. The only one ever! (Hebrews 7:22-25). After the order of 
Melchizedec, He is: 
1. The only one of His kind (no predecessors, no successors). 
2. Both a king and priest at the same time (Zechariah 6:13; 
Hebrews 7:1). 

C. Enthroned in heaven (Hebrews 8:1-2), not on earth as Levites and 
modern pretenders. Serves not in temples made with hands 
(Hebrews 9:11,12). 

II. Characteristics of our High Priest: 
A. Can be touched (sympathetic with our problems). 
1, The multitude in Matthew 14:14. 
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2. The widow at Nain in Luke 7:13. 
3. Over the city of Jerusalem in Luke 19:43. 
4. At the graveside of Lazarus in John 11:33. 
B. Was tempted “in all points” as we. 
1. We are tempted through lust of eye, lust of flesh, pride of life (1 
John 2:15-17). 
2. The devil tried all three on Jesus in Matthew 4:1-11. 
3. Having been tempted, He is able to succor us (Hebrews 2:14- 
18). 
C. Yet, He was without sin (1 Peter 2:22,23; Hebrews 7:26-28). 
III. We are urged to draw near: 
A. “Boldly” (not rudely, audaciously, not imprudently, but confidently, 
wholly assured). Note Hebrews 10:22. 
1. Approach Him not as fearful slaves (Romans 8:15). 
2. Approach confidently as respectful children. 
B. That we may obtain “mercy” and find “grace.” 
1. “Grace” is getting what we don’t deserve. 
2. “Mercy” is not getting what we do deserve. 
3. These are our only hope for salvation (Ephesians 2:8,9; Titus 
3:5). 
C. To receive help in time of need. 
1. All have needs of some kind. 
2. His willingness to give to us (Matthew 7:7-11; Romans 8:28). 


Conclusion: All things work together for good to those who “love God.” 

1. Those who love God obey Him (1 John 2:4,5; John 14:15,21,23,24). 

2. God’s purpose in our calling is that we might receive the eternal inheri- 
tance (Hebrews 9:15). 

3. We are called by the Gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:13,14). 

4. Let us then draw near to our High Priest through obedience to the com- 
mands of the Gospel. T 


Cliff Stewart lives in West Plains, Missouri, U. S. A., and preaches the Gospel in 
that area. 


oH 
DO NOT PRAY FOR RAIN IF YOU’RE GOING TO 
COMPLAIN OF MUD. 
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Key 2uestions About Baptism 
Ken Tyler 

1. Is Baptism a Burial, Sprinkling or Pouring? Paul made it plain 
in two different passages that baptism is a burial. Paul asked the Romans, 
“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3,4). He 
also said in Colossians 2:12, “buried with him (Christ) in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who 
hath raised him from the dead.” Paul said baptism is a burial. He could not 
have meant sprinkling or pouring. 

2. Who is to be Baptized? Those who are able to understand and 
believe. Phillip asked the Eunuch, “...understandest thou what thou read- 
est?” (Acts 8:30). By asking this question, Phillip pointed out that a person 
must be able to understand before he can obey. Jesus said, “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved . . .” (Mark 16:16). It should be 
obvious that a mentally retarded person or a small child cannot understand 
and believe. They are not accountable to God because their minds are not 
developed where they can understand and believe the Gospel. 

3. What is the Purpose of Baptism? On the day the church began, 
Peter told people who asked what to do to be saved to “...repent, and be 
baptized . . . for the remission of sins... .” (Acts 2:38). We must conclude 
that individuals are baptized “. . . for the remission of sins... .” To teach 
that a person can be saved and be a Christian without baptism is a misunder- 
standing of Bible baptism. Remember, Jesus said, “He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved... .” (Mark 16:16). Notice that our Savior did not 
put salvation before baptism. Peter also said in 1 Peter 3:21, “The like fig- 
ure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us... .” How can this 
statement be true if baptism is not absolutely necessary for salvation? The 
New Testament teaches that baptism is “... for the remission of sins ....” 

What have we said? (1) Baptism is a burial; (2) Those who are able to 
understand and believe are to be baptized; and (3) Baptism is for the remis- 
sion of sins. Have you been scripturally baptized? T 


Ken Tyler has preached for the Lord’s church in Arab, Alabama, U. S. A. for 
many years. During the decade of the 1980’s, he preached in six campaigns in 
Trinidad, West Indies. 
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What Is The 
Meaning Of Life? 


Garell L. Forehand 


Human beings have an innate 
need to discover a meaningful pur- 
pose for their existence. For verifi- 
cation of that fact, just look at the 
searches that have taken place to 
that end. People have an inner ache 
for meaning; and they suffer a very 
real dissatisfaction without it. 
Forget about evolution — we don’t 
want to believe that we are merely 
products of random chance! We 
can’t appreciate the claim that we 
are merely accidents! We want to 
know that we are here for a reason. 
And so the search continues. 

This craving for meaning is not a 
new motivation to the human race. 
Aristocracy and leisure have in 
every age given some men a unique 
opportunity to study the values of 
life. And there was never a man 
more qualified to make such a 
determinative study than was the 
great King Solomon. He inherited 
the throne of Israel at its zenith in 
power and majesty. He was the 
ultimate glamour-boy, complete 
with a success story that began with 
the Lord essentially giving hima 


magic wishing ring. He was wise, 
wealthy, famous, and married. 
Solomon’s search for meaning is 
recorded in the book of 
Ecclesiastes. He wrote, “Vanity of 
vanities ... all is vanity. What prof- 
it hath a man of all his labor which 
he taketh under the sun? One gen- 
eration passeth away, and another 
generation cometh; but the earth 
abideth forever” (Ecclesiastes 
1:2-4), What profit will there have 
been in my having been here after I 
am gone? What difference do I 
make? Those are questions that 
have plagued the human soul for 
centuries. Solomon, however, was 
fully equipped to make the search 
for those answers. He sought ful- 
fillment in every source of worldly 
pleasure and experience; and 
Ecclesiastes is a record of that 
search. His discoveries are unique- 
ly important to others because 
Solomon alone was able to work 
with the extremities of human capa- 
bility. He didn’t just have to dabble 
in those things he tested — he had 
the most and the best of everything! 
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Therefore, his findings give us the 
final say from a humanistic stand- 
point. We can’t possibly hope to 
find the answers by taking the same 
roads he initially took, because we 
have only meager, single-faceted 
capabilities in this life. None of us 
have it all, But Solomon did! His 
conclusions are recorded so men 
and women may know what will 
and will not give true fulfillment 
and happiness. His unique circum- 
stances make his conclusions 
once-for-all determinations. Please 
bear in mind that the book of 
Ecclesiastes is written from the 
viewpoint of one who initially tries 
to find the answers in every way but 
God’s way. 

Solomon Searched For 
Meaning In Wisdom. We discover 
in 1 Kings 3 that he didn’t even 
have to work for his wisdom. But 
Solomon reveals that even 
God-given wisdom, if not applied to 
serving God, is not the answer. 
Raw education does not deal with 
the innate need. (Read Ecclesiastes 
1:13-18). He summed up the search 
down that road in these words: “J 
perceived that this also is vexation 
of spirit. For in much wisdom is 
much grief: and he that increaseth 
knowledge increaseth sorrow.” 

Solomon Searched For 
Meaning In Wealth. He was rich! 
Read of his incredible house (1 
Kings 7). Read of his personal 


extravagance (1 Kings 10:14ff). 
We are told that “King Solomon 
exceeded all the kings of the earth 
in riches” (verse 23). But look at 
his final diagnosis of seeking the 
answers down that path — 
Ecclesiastes 2:4-11; 5:10-12. 
Material things are not the answer. 

Solomon Searched For 
Meaning In Worldly Pleasures. 
Everyone has his idea about what 
would bring pleasure. But when 
you examine the life of King 
Solomon you will find that he tried 
it all (all that was available to him 
in that day). No one has ever par- 
tied like Solomon (Ecclesiastes 
2:1-3). But his findings reveal the 
same dead end (read Ecclesiastes 
1:8-11). “The eye is not satisfied 
with seeing, nor the ear filled with 
hearing ... there is no new thing 
under the sun.” If you can try it all, 
you will come up with the same 
understanding: the pleasures or 
thrills don’t last. Everything even- 
tually becomes tiresome and rou- 
tine. If you’re given to the pleasure 
god, then you will eventually fall 
into despair, because you will final- 
ly run out of new thrills and new | 
highs. You will run out of moun-— 
tains to climb! 

Solomon Searched For 
Meaning in Power and Fame. 
Some people feel that if only their 
names were in lights, they would be 
completely fulfilled, needing noth- 
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ing else to be happy. Solomon had 
that kind of power. He was the 
ruler of the greatest nation in the 
world at its very apex of power. His 
military spending was massive. He 
had at his disposal 1,400 chariots 
(our equivalent of military tanks) 
and 40,000 stalls for the chariot 
horses. He had 12,000 horsemen 
and a huge rented Navy at sea (read 
I Kings 4,10). The problem was, he 
just had no one to fight! All nations 
revered him and brought tribute to 
him. You can read of the visit paid 
him by the Queen of Sheba (1 Kings 
10:1-9). He was given for wives the 
most beautiful daughters of the most 
powerful kings of the world. But it 
still left him empty and searching. 
He was still dissatisfied with what 
fame and power could offer him. 
Solomon Searched For 
Meaning Through Creative 
Release. Many people who have 
about everything else they need will 
often seek to express their “inner 
selves” through creative writing 
(whether songs, books, plays, poet- 
ry, etc.). According to 1 Kings 
4:32, Solomon wrote 3,000 
proverbs and 1,005 songs (most of 
which we do not have). However, 
this escape in literature and music 
did not turn out to be the answer. 
He wrote, “And further, my son, be 
admonished by these. Of making 
- many books there is no end, and 
much study is wearisome to the 


flesh” (Ecclesiastes 12:12). He said 
that it doesn’t get you answers; it 
just gets you tired! 

Time and space would fail for 
us to look at all the roads Solomon 
took in trying to find the answers of 
life. But in his own review of the 
fruits of his serious attempts to find 
meaning, Solomon came to despair 
of life itself. His search led him to 
the same emotional agony ultimate- 
ly shared by all humanistic philoso- 
phers. Read Solomon’s pitiful 
words in Ecclesiastes 2:15-23. 
“Therefore I hated life... I hated 
all my labor which I had taken 
under the sun . . . Therefore I went 
about to cause my heart to despair 
... This is also vanity,” 

And then the answer is perceived! 
The conclusion to the search is 
reached. And we should listen to 
Solomon’s findings, because he’s 
been there — he’s been there in 
ways we could never duplicate. 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God, and keep 
His commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man. For God shall 
bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13,14). 

We are not in the dark. The 
final answer is in our hands. 7 
Garell L. Forehand is the preacher for 


the Granbury Street church in 
Cleburne, Texas, U. S. A. 
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Israel 


Ernest Stewart 


The formation of a modern 
Jewish state within the area called 
“Palestine” was determined by a 
vote of the United Nations in 
November of 1947. The celebrated 
birth date of the State of Israel is 
May 15, 1948. The state was not 
born without conflict and war, the 
area having been populated for cen- 
turies by Arabs. Other major wars 
have been fought in 1967, 1973 and 
1982, with almost continual internal 


conflict between Jew and Arab. 

The population of Israel (fig- 
ures published by the state January 
1, 1995) is 5.46 million. The 
Jewish population is listed at 4 mil- 
lion, the Arab population at 1.2 mil- 
lion. The remaining .26 million is a 
mixture, including British, Amer- 
ican and many others. The popula- 
tion of Jerusalem is listed as 1 mil- 
lion, this figure including the sub- 
urbs, both Jewish and Arab suburbs, 





The modern city of Jerusalem blends with the city of ages past. “The 
Dome on the Rock” is an important site to Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims. Tradition says that here Abraham prepared to offer Isaac. 
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and including the Old City. Just a 
few years ago the city of Tel Aviv 
was considered the largest city in 
Israel, but I don’t know the popula- 
tion there today — probably less 
than Jerusalem. 

Brother Ralph Henley and his 
family and I, with my family, 
arrived in Israel on the date of 
August 4, 1960, to begin our work 
for the Lord. We chose to live in 
Jerusalem, but to teach anywhere in 
the country that gave us opportuni- 
ty. Representatives of the new 
state-to-be had said to the United 
Nations in 1947 that no non-Jewish 


religious group not already repre- 
sented within the country would be 
permitted to enter, but God opened 
the door. It did require three years 
of effort and prayer, the decision to 
go having been made in 1957. 
Churches of Christ still have only 
two residence visas. 

Brother Henley left Israel after 
two years and we were alone there 
for several years. From the begin- 
ning we worked among both Jews 
and Arabs, even Bedouin. Brother 
Henley and his family worked for a 
period of time in both Greece and 
Turkey, and he is still involved in 





Near Jericho, Bedouins herd goats and sheep in near-desert terrain. 
Scenes such as this remind the traveler of Jesus’ description of the 
judgment scene, when the ‘goats’ will be divided by God to the left 


and the ‘sheep’ to the right. 


109 


FROM THE HEART OF... 








The beautiful Sea of Galilee was the scene of many of the events 
recorded in the life of Christ. From this sea flows the Jordan River in 
which He was baptized to “fulfill all righteousness.” 


the work in Israel. 

Others who have worked in 
Israel are: Paul Watson, Charles 
Chumley, Jr., Evertt Huffard and 
Evertt Wayne Huffard, Milt 
Shatzer, William Van Winkle, Bill 
Clark. 

The work in Israel has reached 
the stage today where most of the 
evangelistic work is carried on by 
national preachers (however, we 
badly need two good American 
families there). I would very much 
like to still be living there, but feel 
that is should be turned over to a 


younger man who doesn’t have a 
rather critical heart problem. I still 
spend nearly 100% of my time in 
encouraging, raising funds, and 
make at least two working trips a 
year. There are seven full-time 
national preachers, four of them 
Arab and three Jewish. There are 
six congregations. Other regular 
meetings in which only a few have 
been baptized might well be called 
congregations too. But, three of the 
six which we call congregations are 
Jewish and three Arab. Since Israel 
(especially Jerusalem) attracts so 
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These ruins are believed to be the synagogue of Capemaum, of the first 
century. Perhaps it was even here that Jesus taught; nearby are the ruins 
of a house identified as that of Peter. Certainly, we do know that it was in 
this city where Peter's family lived and his mother-in-law was healed. 


many travellers (some remaining for 
periods of more than a year) there 
have been many baptized into Christ 
who have returned to their homes in 
many places: England, most 
European countries, Finland, Japan, 
etc. Some brothers and sisters now 
live in the U.S., both Jewish and 
Arab. We believe that efforts will 
soon begin here in the U.S. to reach 
both the Jew and the Arab. The 
actual count of brothers and sisters 
who meet together in Israel, includ- 
ing both Jew and Arab, would not 
exceed three hundred. We do feel, 
however, that the future is bright. 


In 1966 a Christian High 
School was established among the 
Arab people of the Galilee — in the 
heart of the Galilee, sixteen miles 
NE of Nazareth and five miles west 
of the Sea of Galilee. This school 
has served many good purposes, 
filling an educational void in the 
lives of Arab people from many vil- 
lages, but especially making Christ 
known to students and families on a 
daily basis. We are bursting the 
walls and need badly to raise suffi- 
cient funds to enlarge the facility. 
The name of the school is Galilee 
Christian High School. ? 
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The Lord’s church began in 
Jerusalem almost two thousand 
years ago. Sadly, in the passing 
of time, Christianity ceased to 
exist there. This should be a 
warning to all Christians, that 
each generation must not only 
treasure the truth but make it its 
primary goal to pass the gospel 
on as a living thing to the next 
generation — else, eventually 
someone from outside will have 
to care enough to come in and 
start all over. 

May God help us to revere 
His word, to study it carefully for 
An ancient olive tree in the Garden ourselves, and to feel an indebt- 
of Gethsemane in Jerusalem. It edness to share it with others. 
was here that Jesus prayed just Let us not forget what Jesus did 
before His betrayal. for us. ? 





x ; inter ee ead 
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Inside “the Garden Tomb” are carved receptacles for burial. 
Archaeologists say only one was used in this tomb. A stone was 
rolled in front of the opening, to close it securely. From such a tomb 
as this Jesus conquered death for Himself and for His followers. 
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The Book of 
Romans 


Verse Search — 6 
(from page 84) 


1. Multitude 

2. Matthew 14:13; 
Mark 6:32; 
Luke 9:10,12 

3. “This is truly the 
prophet who is to 
come into the 
world.” 

4. They would have 
made Jesus king 


by force. How is it that He made for us, and to 
5. “It is |; be not says ‘| have come remember our com- 
afraid.” down from heav- mitment as living 
6. Because they had en’?” See also sacrifices to Him. 
eaten of the loaves Matthew 13:55. 14. Yes; each First Day 
and fishes, and 12. Everyone; heard; of the week. 
they wanted more. learned; comes to 15. A hard saying; who 
7. Food for the soul. Me. can understand it? 
8. Work; God; 13. The bread of the 16. “Lord, to whom 
believe; Him. Lord’s Supper shall we go? You 
9. Jesus Christ. represents His have the words of 
10. To do the will of body, the fruit of eternal life. Also 
Him who sent Him. the vine represents we have come to 
11. “Is not this Jesus, His blood. Chris- believe and know 
the son of Joseph, tians eat this sup that You are the 
whose father and per to remember Christ, the Son of 


mother we know? the sacrifice He the living God.” 














Israel 





Government: REPUBLIC 
President: CHAIM HERZOG 
Prime Minister: YITZHAK RABIN 





Secular Facts: 
Location: On the eastern side of the 
Mediterranean Sea, bordered by 
Syria on the north, Jordan on the 
east, and Egypt on the west. 
Famous bodies of water include the 
Sea of Galilee in the north, the 
Jordan River on the east, and the 
Dead Sea, which is the lowest point 
on the earth's surface. 
Land Mass: 7,847 square miles, 
about the size of New Jersey. 
Population: 5,460,000. 
Major Cities: 
Jerusalem (also the capital); Tel 
Aviv, Nazareth, Haifa. 
Ethnic Groups: 
Jewish (83%) and Arab (16%). 
Languages: 
Hebrew and Arabic (Official). 
Literacy: 
92% (Jewish); 70% (Arab). 
Religion: 
Jewish (83%); Muslim (13%). 
Economy: 
Labor force: 6% agriculture; 23% 
industry, 30% public services. 


The Church: 
ations: There are six churches in 
Israel, of which three are Arabic and three 
are Jewish. Work has been done primarily 
in the areas of Jerusalem and Nazareth. 


History: On the first day of Pentecost 
after the resurrection of Christ, in 
approximately A.D. 30, the Holy Spirit 
was poured out by God on the Apostles, 
in the city of Jerusalem, and the church 
of Christ was begun. Three thousand 
souls were converted that day. The 
gospel spread from Jerusalem to Judea, 
then to Samaria, and finally throughout 
the entire world within less than 30 
years. Over the centuries, corruption of 
truth led much of the church into apos- 
tasy, resulting in the Roman Catholic 
church. The religion of Islam began in 
the eighth century, eventually controlling 
most of the people of the Middle East. 


Modern History: In 1960 the Ralph 
Henleys and the Ernest Stewarts 
moved to Israel to plant the church 
anew. The Evertt Huffards, Charles 
Chumleys, and others added to their 
efforts. Local men — Victor Joseph, 
Raji Stephan, and Joe Shulam — con- 
tinue to give leadership to the church. 

Galilee Christian High School, near 
Nazareth, is an important outreach tool, 
filling an educational void for area Arabs. 


Front Cover: The Garden Tomb, located outside the old city wall of Jerusalem. 


